
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays except Wed, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena, & Rosary, after Mass 

  Beginning on May 1, 2019, there will be no 6.00 pm Wednesday Mass at OLV. 
 

Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting ? 

Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 
Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Sunday, Pauline Paton; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 

 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): Will recommence in September. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 September 15, 2019: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 
 
 

“…what woman having ten silver 
coins, if she loses one of them, 
does not light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully until 
she finds it?”             Luke 15.8 

 
 
 
 
 
   

The Lost Coin - stained glass. Artist: Unknown 
Attribution:  Lost Coin, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

 



Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for September 15th, 2019: 24th Sunday of the Year  

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; I Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32  

[Editor's note: While Father Roger Karban recovers from an illness, FOSIL reprints a column from 2016:]  

If the majority of our biblical books weren’t self-critical, they wouldn’t be in the Bible. One of the reasons people of faith 
saved these writings was because they helped them reflect on their own weaknesses. If we’re not willing to be 
analyzed, we probably shouldn’t read Scripture.  

Yet, because our sacred authors didn’t have us in mind when they wrote, it’s easy to miss some of the self-critical 
aspects of their writings. This is especially true of today’s first reading. 

As with all biblical writings we must know what was going on in the community when the writing was actually 
composed, not what was going on during the period the work describes. For instance, today we shouldn’t be asking 
about Egyptian calf gods during the 12th century BCE – the period of the Exodus. Serious students of Scripture want 
to know what was going on “calf-wise” in 8th century BCE Israel, where and when today’s Exodus passage was 
actually created.  

Hosea, prophesying in Israel during that time, twice mentions problems with calves – 8:4-6, & 13:2 – demanding that 
Samaria “cast (their) calves away” and condemning men for “throwing kisses to calves.” Scholars tell us that Hosea’s 
calves are actually cherubim set up as symbols of Yahweh’s presence in various Jewish shrines and temples. A 
cherub is a mythological animal: head of a human, wings of an eagle and body of a bull – hence the derisive term 
“calf.” It was presumed gods got from point A to point B on their backs. And when they got there, they would sit 
enthroned astride them. So, for Jews, making and putting a cherub in a sacred place was an outward sign Yahweh 
was in that place. (Sort of like a sanctuary candle is a Catholic sign Jesus is present in the tabernacle.) The Ark of the 
Covenant even sported two cherubs. But, due to bad catechesis, many Jews eventually began to believe the cherub 
actually was Yahweh; they began to worship the statue, even blowing kisses to it. 

Prophets, like Hosea, didn’t tolerate such practices. They blew off the argument that the cherubs originally came from 
the priests – Aaron in this case. The idolatrous “calves” had to go. They were drawing people from true faith. The 
original readers would have known this Exodus story was directed to what they were doing in 8th century Israel, not to 
what their ancestors had done 400 years before in the Sinai. They had created the golden calves in the shrines they 
frequented. 

In a similar way, Luke’s original readers automatically knew the key person in Jesus’ Prodigal Son parable is the 
unforgiving older brother. Throughout Luke/Acts, Luke’s Jesus constantly conveys God’s mercy to individuals who 
have no legitimate claim to such mercy. In each of today’s three parables, Jesus’ God seems to have no problem with 
forgiving. We, not God, are the obstacles to that process. Rarely does anyone ever criticize us for “welcoming and 
eating with sinners.” Perhaps we other Christs need more forgiveness than the sinners in our midst.  

The Pauline disciple who wrote I Timothy doesn’t hesitate to point out his mentor’s shortcomings: blasphemer, 
persecutor, arrogant. Fortunately, the Apostle reminds the readers, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
Of these I am the foremost.” Who, hearing these words, would not immediately think of his or her own unworthiness to 
carry on Jesus’ ministry? Yet, each can testify, “I was mercifully treated.” 

Of course, just as we critically applied Luke and I Timothy’s passages to ourselves, we can do likewise with the 
Exodus pericope. What golden calves have we as a church created through the centuries? Thankfully the risen Jesus, 
not the church will judge us at the pearly gates.  

COPYRIGHT 2016 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

Reprinted with kind permission of Fr. Karban & FOSIL. 

------------------ 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/091519.cfm


Msgr. Joe's Homily for Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 

Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son, Found People 

Today’s readings present a shepherd rejoicing over finding a lost sheep, a housewife rejoicing over finding 
a lost coin, and a father rejoicing over the return of his lost son. The three parables are in answer to the 
Pharisees and Scribes complaints about Jesus, saying that he can’t be the Messiah because he welcomes 
sinners and eats with them. Eating with someone, for the ancients and for us, is a way of expressing 
friendship and love. Jesus does not argue that he is eating with sinners, his argument is that he has called 
them to God and they have come. He is friends with them. He loves them. He is full of joy that they have 
come home to God.  

Jesus is telling us that we should be happy that others have been forgiven. He is also telling us that we 
should join in the joy of the Lord because we have been forgiven.  

First of all, unlike the Pharisees and scribes who saw themselves as holy and who considered everyday 
people as the hoard of sinners, the vast majority of us are well aware of our failures. Sometimes we think 
about something that we have done and feel devastated. These thoughts besiege us: How could God 
forgive me? Maybe I don’t even belong here, with people whose commitment to the Lord has been far more 
solid than mine. Perhaps at times we have an experience of God’s love in our lives and then suffer from our 
past even more. This is all really the normal reaction of our commitment to the Lord. The closer we come to 
Him, the more we are aware of the impact of the times that we did not choose Him. Maybe the problem is 
that we are focusing on ourselves rather than on God. According to the three parables, the Lord is delighted 
that we are once more in His Company.  Like the Forgiving Father, His focus is not on the past. He doesn’t 
carry a grudge. His focus is on our present and our presence with him. Our return to Him is a cause of his 
joy.   

It takes a tremendous amount of humility to recognize that God has forgiven us. We are OK with Him.  This 
is his doing. His Grace. We cannot cause God’s grace to happen in our lives. We cannot cause God’s 
forgiveness to take place. But it does happen. It does take place. God is bigger than us, infinitely 
bigger. God is greater than us, infinitely greater. So what is it that we have done that we think is so bad that 
God would not invite us to eat with Him? Can anything we have done be beyond God’s compassion and 
mercy? There is nothing We cannot because there is nothing He does not forgive. His only reaction is pure 
joy. But if we stay mired in the past, we will have no present and no future. The Lord is calling us into our joy 
and calling us to move beyond whatever is holding us back. He forgives us. We need to forgive ourselves. 

The Scribes and Pharisees did not seem at all pleased that Jesus had forgiven known sinners. We really 
have to be careful that we don’t behave the same way. Perhaps we come to Mass at times and see 
someone that we know has done some really bad stuff. What is our reaction? According to the Gospel for 
today, our reaction should be: I am happy he or she is here, choosing Christ. Another’s past is not my 
concern. I need to be happy for him or her. I am here to eat with him or her. I have had people say to me, 
“Father, that person you were joking with has really done some horrible things.” Oh, so I should avoid him or 
her and only spend time with the very best of people? That does not sound like the instruction the Gospel 
for today is presenting. Maybe no one here would go to that extreme, but perhaps there are times that the 
thought comes flashing across our minds: “What is that lowlife doing here?” That is a terrible. That person is 
here for the same reasons that we are here: compassion, forgiveness, and love. The Lord feels bad for 
what we have done to ourselves.  And He feels bad for what that person did to himself or herself.  The Lord 
forgives us. The Lord forgives Him or her. The Lord wants us to live in His Love. The Lord wants that person 
to live in His love.   

In the second reading, from Paul’s First Letter to Timothy, Paul mentions an early Christian saying, “Christ 
came into the world to save sinners. Of these I am the foremost. But for that very reason I was mercifully 
treated, so that in me Christ might display all His Patience as an example for those who would come to 
believe in Him.” Jesus came into the world to forgive sinners. And I am one of them. And, with the exception 
of the angels among us, so are you. 

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

 



From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

Jesus invites sinners to the table of the kingdom: “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” He invites 
them to that conversion without which one cannot enter the kingdom, but shows them in word and deed his 
Father’s boundless mercy for them and the vast “joy in heaven over one sinner who repents” [Luke 15:7]. 
(CCC 545) 
 
God calls man first. Man may forget his Creator or hide far from his face; he may run after idols or accuse 
the deity of having abandoned him; yet the living and true God tirelessly calls each person to that 
mysterious encounter known as prayer. (CCC 2567) 

------------------ 
But I saw not sin itself, for I believe it has no actual substance or any measure of being, nor could it be 
known except through the suffering it brings. And likewise pain; this suffering, as I see it, has a purpose for 
a time; for it purifies us, and makes us come to our senses and to ask for mercy. For the Passion of our 
Lord brings us comfort in the face of all this, for thus is his blessed will. And for the deep love that 
our good Lord has to all that shall be saved, he comforts us readily and tenderly, signifying thus: ‘It is 
true that sin is the cause of all this pain; but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 
thing shall be well.’ JULIAN OF NORWICH 

------------------ 

Catholic Voices shows how to defend your faith 

Catholic Voices is a project set up to help people share the story of the church and improve its 
representation in the media. 

When faced with difficult questions about your faith or controversies facing the church, people often 
instinctively either fight, flee or freeze. 

Instead, you should avoid the temptation to quickly become defensive and try to see where the person 
talking to you is coming from. 

Using a technique Catholic Voices have developed, which is called “reframing”, you should try to work out 
the frame or perspective from which the questions are coming. 

“You should try to identify the positive intention of the questioner and then reframe the question, and your 
answer, to be positive rather than defensive.”  

“Ask yourself what they are really saying, what values do they hold and what values do you hold.” “You 
should then ask yourself what you need to know to answer the question and what do you want to 
communicate.” 

In all of our communications we are in fact aiming at a type of repentance– a conversion of not only minds 
but also hearts: “Don’t win the argument but lose the soul.” 

The Catholic Voices ten principles of civil communication: 

• Don’t get mad – reframe. 

• Shed light not heat – the aim of communication is always deeper understanding. 

• Think in threes – three is a holy number and it often helps to have three points you want to make. 

• People don’t often remember what you said so much as how you said it and how it made them feel. 

• Show don’t tell – Jesus told parables which showed incarnate truth in a way in which bald 

statements simply cannot do. 

• Remember to say yes and not always no – we say ‘yes’ to life and not ‘no’ to assisted suicide for 

example. 

• Compassion counts – sometimes we just need to listen. 

• Avoid robotic answers such as just throwing statistics around. 

• It’s about witnessing and not winning. 

• It’s not about you – the church is a mission and Christ has given us all we need to succeed in it. 

 



Pope’s Prayer Intention for September: The Protection of the Oceans 

That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans. 
------------------ 

On different Sundays throughout September the Universal Church will celebrate: 

The World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

“It is not just about migrants”    

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 105th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES 2019: 29 September 2019 can be read at:  

https://millhillmissionaries.co.uk/world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees/ 
------------------ 

The Season of Creation is celebrated by the whole Church: Sept 1 – Oct 4, 2019 
------------------ 

Monday, September 16 Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, 
Martyrs 

Friday, September 20 Saints Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest, and Paul 
Chong Hasang, and their Companions, Martyrs 

Saturday, September 21, Saint Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist Feast 

------------------  

Local News 

 

*Please Pray for* 

The recovery to good health of Monica Giles, a sister of Maureen Turner, who will be starting 
treatments for cancer. 

The recently deceased, all those who are gravely ill, the poor, the homeless and those who struggle 
with difficulties. 
• If you have a family member, friend or loved one that you would like on the prayer list or if you know 

of someone who no longer needs to be on the list please contact Pat. 

 

 

Rachel’s Corner 
“There is no sin God cannot forgive. Only the ones who refuse God’s mercy cannot be forgiven, like 
someone who wants light and warmth but avoids the sun.”  
Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SDC/ Now and at the Hour Magazine 
Have you been avoiding facing your involvement in an abortion decision?  Come on a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. October 18-20, 2019.  
Contact: info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com or 250-762-2273 www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 

Like us on Facebook: Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna 
 

National Catholic Healthcare week: 
October 6 to 12 is National Catholic Healthcare week and events and information sharing are planned 
all across the country to support the work of the thousands of people who work to provide care and 
support to the ailing, the frail, the elderly and the disenfranchised wherever they are.  We are grateful 
for the work that is done, not only in our hospitals, clinics and community agencies but also by the 
many lay parishioners who take time to volunteer and visit with those who are homebound. 

 

https://millhillmissionaries.co.uk/world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees/
mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/


• New: SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES - We would like to wish Most Rev. Héctor Vila a Happy Birthday 
on Tuesday, September 17th.  We pray that God's love, mercy, and blessings continue to be upon you 
in the coming year, Bishop Vila.  ~ The Parishioners of the Diocese of Whitehorse.   
 

• New: 40 Days for Life - This is international prayer event is held around the world to help save lives and 
end abortions in our communities. This fall it will be held from September 25th to November 3rd. 
Whitehorse Right to Life is making plans to join others in prayer by organizing such an event for the 
Yukon. More details will be available soon on our website at www.whrighttolife.org. For more info on 
40 Days for Life, visit www.40daysforlife.com or the 40 Days for Life Facebook page. Thank you. 
 

• New: Hospice Yukon is hosting Living with Loss - a free, 2-hour seminar on healthy grief and self care 
next Wednesday evening at the Whitehorse Public Library.  

 Learn about the grief cycle that accompanies any kind of loss (death, divorce, illness, etc.) and take 
home practical tools to improve your self care and offer support to others during times of grief or stress. 

 This is not a support group. Participants will not be asked to share any personal information. 
 Living with Loss: Wednesday September 18, 6:30-8:30pm. Whitehorse Public Library 
 To register please phone Hospice Yukon: 667-7429 www.hospiceyukon.net 
 

• Volunteer for Mass at Whistle Bend Place If you are interested in helping with a mass for residents at 
Whistle Bend Place on Thursday afternoons, please contact Dianne Tait at 633-4067. Those interested 
will need to become registered volunteers with Whistle Bend Place and you can get more information 
from Lisa, Volunteer Coordinator at  667-9315 or lisa.gallibois@gov.yk.ca 
 

• AGM NOTICE: The AGM for the Joint Catholic School Councils and for CEAY (Catholic Education 
Association of Yukon) will be held on Wednesday Sept. 18, at Vanier Catholic Secondary School 
starting at 7:00 pm.  For information contact ceayukon@gmail.com  
 

• Whitehorse United Church Fall Fair: September 14th. - Kids' fun fair 11:30-2 pm. Craft and bake 
tables. The cost for this fair will be $2 per person or $5 per family (additional cost for games). Chili 
Cook-Off and Pie Contest: Judging at 5 pm by a celebrity panel led by Antoinette, Results announced 
at 6:30. $25 entry fee for each chili and pie to be judged.  Dinner & Dance with WUC band, Just A 
Cookin’. $30 per person or $50 per pair. Dinner starts 5.30 pm includes chili, corn bread, salad and pie. 
Dance 7 – 10 pm. Tickets available Tues, Sept 3, through WUC office. More info & contest details: 667 
2989 
 

• First Confession and First Communion classes will begin shortly at OLV. To register your child or 
make enquiries, please contact Fr. Marc. Arrangements for Confirmation will be announced later. 
Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, or Home Visits for parishioners who would like Fr. 
Marc to stop by for communion, a short visit, a house blessing, or just a chat: Please contact Fr. Marc. 

• Scripture study: A weekly series to view Dr. Brant Pitre explain the upcoming Mass readings. At 
present it is Thurs, after 6.00 pm Mass at OLV. Particularly useful for Ministers of The Word to hear Dr. 
Pitre connect the Gospel with the other readings. Duration 25-35 minutes, followed by optional study 
discussion. 

• Taize Service will be held at Whitehorse United Church on Sunday September 22 at 7:30, next 
service will be Sunday October 6. All are welcome to this 1-hour, meditative non-denominational 
Christian worship. More information at www.taize.fr Local contact: Michelle at mpedwards55@gmail.com  

• Ladies’ Retreat planned by Christ Church Cathedral for Friday, September 27th, Saturday, 
September 28th and concluding with the church service at 10 am on Sunday, September 29th.  A 
special weekend for ladies, planned by ladies and facilitated by ladies. Register @ CCC by Sept 20th. 

• OLV Food of the Month for Whitehorse Food Bank. The Sept selection is still canned Beans. Thank you  

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate of them by wiping your feet on 
the porch carpet before entering the church, and please respect our newly waxed floor. 

 

http://www.whrighttolife.org/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Bi_hwLbYQA-7PtquCYMNCRYfYhHC1QkJq6fr_GynSy8nKnnce73MVuUw
http://www.hospiceyukon.net/
mailto:lisa.gallibois@gov.yk.ca
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http://www.taize.fr/
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