
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays except Wed, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena, & Rosary, after Mass 

  Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting? 
Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 

Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Sunday, Pauline Paton; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 
 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): For Grades 5 to 8, Fridays 7:00pm to 8:30pm at CKES  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 November 10, 2019: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

“What do you intend to ask and 
learn from us? For we are ready 
to die rather than transgress the 
laws of our ancestors.” 2 Maccabees. 7 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Martyrdom of the Seven Maccabees 
Artist: Antonio Ciseri (1821–1891) Source: Wikimedia 



      Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for November 10: Thirty-second Sunday  
II Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14; II Thessalonians 2:16-3:5; Luke 20:27-35  

 
(originally published 2016)  

We’re so accustomed to thinking and speaking about an afterlife that we can’t imagine people of biblical 
faith not believing in a hereafter. Yet the vast majority of the authors of the Hebrew Scriptures knew only 
this life. That’s why their theologies revolve around Yahweh rewarding us for our good and punishing us for 
our evil right here and now, long before our physical deaths.  

Only about 100 years before the birth of the historical Jesus did some Pharisees begin to reason – 
especially in chapter 1 of Wisdom – that if we build a relationship with Yahweh in this life, Yahweh will 
continue that relationship into an afterlife. We especially hear that novel theology expressed in one of the 
Hebrew Scriptures’ last books: Second Maccabees.  

In today’s reading from that book, the first of the seven martyred brothers, buying into that Pharisaical 
theology, can taunt his executioners with his conviction that “. . . you are depriving us of this present life, but 
the King of the world will raise us up to live again forever.” The fourth brother heroically states, “It is my 
choice to die at the hands of men with the hope God gives of being raised up by him; but for you, there will 
be no resurrection to life.” Obviously at this point of theological development there’s still no concept of a hell 
(or a purgatory.) People only have a choice between resurrection and death. Those who have a proper 
relationship with Yahweh will live with Yahweh; those who don’t will end up being dead for all eternity. 

Obviously the authors of the Christian Scriptures bought into the faith of their mentor, Jesus, and also 
professed faith in an afterlife, else the unknown author of our II Thessalonians reading could never talk 
about an “everlasting encouragement.” 

Yet as we hear in today’s gospel pericope, the historical Jesus had to deal with a large segment of his 
fellow Jews – the Sadducees - who thought the Pharisees’ teaching on being with Yahweh after this life was 
simply ridiculous. To prove their point they bring up the classic example of a woman successively married to 
seven brothers. They demand to know, “At the resurrection whose wife will that woman be?” 

As part of his argument, Jesus goes back to the Exodus 3 burning bush passage. He reasons if Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob weren’t still alive after their deaths, Yahweh would have told Moses, “I was their God,” 
not “I am their God.” (Though we might disagree today with Jesus’ exegesis of that particular passage, in 
his day and age, it followed all the rules of proper biblical interpretation.)  

But his most important argument revolves around a mistake the Sadducees were making. They presumed 
the eternal life in which Jesus believed and taught was simply an eternal continuation of this life. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. This Galilean carpenter was convinced that our resurrected life will be a 
totally different existence from the life we live right here and now. Just as angels live a different life from 
ours, so a resurrected person will no longer have to live within the limits this life imposes. Our deepest 
relationships with one another, for instance, won’t be restricted to the human boundaries of marriage. Once 
we cross into eternal life, we’ll “neither marry nor be given in marriage.” 

Though we often like to talk – in a consoling way - about our deceased loved ones continuing to do the 
things in heaven they enjoyed doing on earth, Jesus insists we’ll eventually have to deal with the fact that 
our existence in heaven will be the biggest surprise we’ll ever experience.  

COPYRIGHT 2019 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

Reproduced by kind permission of Fr. Karban and FOSIL 

------------------ 

Human beings ought not to consider their chances of living or dying. 
They ought only to consider on any given occasion whether they are doing right or wrong.” Socrates 

------------------ 

The Church admits that she has greatly profited and still profits from the antagonisms of those who 
oppose her.”  Vatican II document on the Church in the Modern World. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/111019.cfm


Msgr. Joe's Homily for Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time: 

Do Not Be Afraid!!  

The first reading for this Sunday is intense. It describes the suffering of some of the martyrs at the time of 
the Maccabees. A little explanation is necessary. The story really begins with the conquests of Alexander 
the Great about 330 years before Christ. Not only did Alexander conquer the military of the nations of the 
world, he conquered the culture of the nations.  Greek philosophy, Greek art, Greek religion, all things 
Greek became the new way of the world. Parts of the world adapted quickly to this. Parts of the world 
adapted gradually. Most of the known world was Hellenized, became Greek, though. That is with the 
exception of the Hebrews. The Jews held on to their faith and life.   

Now when Alexander died, his empire was divided up among twelve counselor/generals. The Jews were in 
that part of the empire governed by the Seleucid dynasty. This became one of the largest of the Greek 
kingdoms. It extended all the way to India, Persia, Turkey, as well as Syria, Lebanon and Palestine. 
Perhaps, the empire was so large that the Jews were left alone, at least until about 165 BC. A new King, 
Antioches Epiphanes decided that everyone in his domains should worship the Greek gods and follow 
Greek practices. In Palestine many of the Jews were ecstatic. They were tired of being left out of what they 
called modern society. They wanted to be Greek, part of the mesh of the Hellenistic culture. They built 
gymnasiums where they would exercise in the rather immodest Greek style. This was very much against 
the Law of Moses. The men even covered over the distinct male marking of their faith. They rejected the 
Law of God. They were now modern men and women. They built Greek temples, worshiped Greek gods, 
dressed and acted like Greeks. Basically, they became Greeks in Jewish bodies. Antioches had a statue of 
the Greek god Zeus put right on the altar in the Holy of Holies in the Temple in Jerusalem. Right there, in 
the holiest part of the Temple where a chosen priest would only enter once a year, right there on the most 
sacred altar of Israel, Antioches put a statue of a pagan god.   

But there were faithful Jews who were appalled. They would refer to the statue of Zeus as the abominable 
desecration. They refused to give in to the emperor’s decrees. Antioches then issued a proclamation that 
anyone who kept the Jewish practices and did not worship the Greek gods would be tortured and put to 
death. In our first reading from the Second Book of Maccabees we hear about these sufferings. It is a grisly 
account. It is also accurate. Second Maccabees became one of the favorite books of the early 
Christians. They would choose Christ and his Kingdom rather than give in to the so-called modern yet 
pagan world of the Roman empire. Like the Jews in Maccabees they also would choose to suffer rather 
than reject Christianity. And they did suffer. No pain, no fear, not even death could dissuade Peter and Paul, 
and all the apostles, who were killed, some, like Bartholomew in horrible ways. From that old man, Ignatius 
of Antioch, to the 12 year old girl, Agnes, to those two new mothers, Perpetua and Felicity, and all the 
martyrs, from the earliest days of the Church to those dying now for the faith under the persecution of 
radical Islam and other agents of the devil, witnesses, martyrs, continue to choose Christ over death. 

So what does this have to do with us? Unless the United States is conquered by a brutal people determined 
to persecute and kill all who do not renounce their faith, we are not going to be put in the position of the 
Hebrew and Christian martyrs. We will not have to make a choice between our faith or torture. But we will 
still be persecuted. We are persecuted now. People continue to belittle our faith and Christian lifestyle. 
People mock us for exalting in our Catholicism. They did this to Jesus, too. Look at the Gospel reading for 
today. Jesus was belittled for preaching that there is life after death. The Sadducees made fun of Jesus. 
“So, there is life after death, huh?  Well, how could that be? What if a woman had seven husbands, and 
they all died before her? Whose wife would she be when she died? So there, we’re a lot smarted than you 
Jesus. We’ve got you backed into a corner.” Jesus very nicely responded, in our words, “You guys are 
clueless. You have no idea what the afterlife is like, the spiritual, heaven.” 

Perhaps the Sadducees’ method of argument sounds familiar. There are many who belittle people rather 
than consider if there is any truth to their beliefs. Most of us have experienced this when we profess our 
faith. Someone says to us “So, you believe in the Trinity, prove it. So you believe in the spiritual, prove 
it. Tear a body to pieces and see if you can find the soul. Your Catholicism, your Christianity, is just child’s 
stories.”   

Jesus did not back down. He would also suffer being scorned by others for his faith. He would be crucified for his faith.   



We cannot back down either. Because so many around us do not respect our faith, or respect us as Christians or as 
Catholics, we are often called to put up with their scorn for the sake of the faith. 

So, you sit down at lunch with work companions or schoolmates, and someone says to you, “You don’t really believe 
all the Catholic garbage do you?  I mean, you can’t really believe that the bread and wine become the body and blood 
of Christ?” Or maybe they come up with the anti-Catholic bigotry of the last century, “You Catholics worship Mary. You 
have statues in your churches. Aren’t you all really a bunch of idolaters?”  Or maybe they lay into our morality, “You 
don’t really believe that you have to put others before yourselves, do you?  Get real, will you. That’s not how the world 
works. You don’t really believe that the physical expression of love belongs only in marriage, do you?” and so forth. It 
takes a lot of courage for us to say, “This is my faith. I am completely convinced. I don’t ask you to believe my faith, 
just to respect me for having it.”   

That statement will most likely be followed by one of two things: silence or more scorn.  And right here we have the 
great fear that confronts us. Our great fear is not torture or death. Our great fear is that we won’t fit in, that people 
won’t accept us, that people won’t like us because of our faith. Look, we have been and will be belittled for our 
faith. We are being mocked right now for our faith. The mockery of the world fits the pattern of its immorality. The early 
Christians were told to be in the world but not of the word. That applies to us too. We are not of the world. We have 
chosen to be holy. Holiness means to be set aside, separate for God. We have chosen to be different from those 
elements of our society that exalt in what is basically a pagan lifestyle. These people can’t stand our holiness. Evil will 
always attack good. In fact, when we are attacked for what we believe or how we live our Christianity, then we know 
that we are doing something very right, we are giving witness to the Kingdom. But we are afraid. We are afraid that we 
are not fitting in. We fear not being accepted even though we freely choose Christ. 

St. Paul was aware of this. It is as though he speaks directly to each of us in today’s second reading from the Second 
Letter to the Thessalonians. “Pray that you might be delivered from perverse and wicked people. For not all have 
faith. Be faithful to the Lord and the Lord will be faithful to you. He will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.” 
Paul’s prayer, and our prayer is “May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and the endurance of Christ.” 

St. John Paul the Great told us from the very beginning of his papacy, “Do not be afraid.” We cannot be afraid of what 
others are thinking about us. We cannot be afraid of what others might say about us. We cannot be afraid of what 
others might do to us. Our only fear should be the fear that we cave into the world, reject Christ, or in any way push 
Him aside.   

With St. Paul, we pray, “May the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God the Father who loves us and gives us everlasting 
encouragement and hope, fortify our hearts and strengthen us.” 

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

------------------ 

Donal Neary SJ Church Reflections, Year C: A New Breakthrough 

The big question is what it will all be like? Jesus gives no details. We live in hope and die in hope. We are to be alive 
forever in the love of God. God keeps love safe. When life ceases, love stays. 

God is God of life, the Gospel says; To him all are alive/ even the dead, 

God breaks into life in a new way at our death. It happens in small ways every time we are transformed a bit – when 
we forgive, make peace, really help another, when we promise ourselves to someone or some cause, we are in 
resurrection mode. But the final one is a gift unlike any earthly gift. 

We need to share this hope with each other. The peace you may have felt at the death of someone, the dream where 
the loved one was happy, the thanks you feel for another for ever – all brings hope even if their death is sudden or self 
inflicted or at a young age. As we place our candle at the altar for our loved ones in November, we are letting them go 
off into what death really is – our finding our way to the arms of God. 

Words of Pope Francis – “Hope is not looking at a half-full glass, which is simply optimism, which is a human attitude 
that depends on many things. Hope is a gift of Jesus, of His very self, His very name is hope. It is Christ in you, the 
hope for glory. 

This is the eternal hope, which is the root of our joy even in the losses of our lives. 

Lord, give us this day a renewal of faith in eternal life. 

 

 



Pope’s Prayer Intention for November: 

Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East 

 That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where diverse religious 
communities share their lives together. 

------------------ 

Saturday, November 9: Dedication of the Lateran Basilica Feast 
Monday, November 11 Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop 

Tuesday, November 12 Saint Josaphat, Bishop, Martyr 
Friday, November 15 Saint Albert the Great, Bishop, Doctor 

------------------ 

Beware of these spam & phishing messages circulating this week. 

1. One email supposedly come from Canada Post regarding a delivery shipment, and has a word file 

(doc) attachment. DON’T OPEN THE WORD DOCUMENT, this email is not from Canada Post. 

Please just delete and not open this email. 
 

2. An e-mail saying your debit card has been disabled with a bogus link whereby you can re-instate it. 

DO NOT ACCESS THE LINK! Currently this is targeting RBC customers and RBC recommends 

visiting your branch and possibly receiving a new card if you received this message. 

Local News 

• New: The Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring a Mass for deceased KC members, KC spouses 
and KC family members. The mass will take place on Wed. November 13 @7pm at the Cathedral. All 
parishioners are welcome to attend this mass. The normal monthly meeting of the Knights will follow the 
mass.   

 

• New: CWL meeting on Tuesday 12th November will begin at 6.30 pm in SHC rectory. 
 

• New: Wednesday Nov 20th at 6 pm the AGM Braeburn Christian Camp. Members of the supporting 
churches (and any others who wish) are welcome to attend. Lewis Hall, WUC.  
 

• Training dates for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are now Tuesday 
November 12th and Thursday November 14th, 7.00 pm at Our Lady of Victory. 

 Participants attend both sessions. To register you may sign the sheet at OLV or SHC, or contact Pat 
 

• In addition to All Souls Day, the month of November is for remembrance. The Book of Remembrance, 
Memorial Book will be in place for you to add or edit pages of your family and friends. 

 

Rachel’s Corner 
“Spiritual healing is God’s seal on the human heart that the past may not be just coped with but healed. “
           Fr. Michael Mannion 
 

Have you been coping in silence for a very long time, wondering how much farther you could go? Let 
God heal that past wound of an involvement in an abortion decision. Your time of coping is over. Come 
on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for healing  

Contact: info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com or 250-762-2273 www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 

Your Prayers are asked for: 

The repose of the soul of Paul Flaherty. 

The health of Gerry Whitley 

mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/


• Next Taize Service at Whitehorse United Church will be Sunday November 24 at 7:30. Optional song 
practice at 7:00. All are welcome to this meditative non-denominational Christian worship. More info 
at www.taize.fr For local information, do not hesitate to contact Michelle at mpedwards55@gmail.com   
 

• Now that we are in snow season, please be considerate of others and park as close together as 
possible. We have a large parking lot, but leaving an unnecessary ¾ of a vehicle space between you and 
the next vehicle means 3 vehicles take up 5 spaces leaving some to have a long walk through the snow. 
 

• Sunday Missals for the new Liturgical Year A, are now available at OLV. $6.00 each 

• Pastoral Care of the Sick: If you are hospitalized, please be sure to identify yourself as Catholic when 
being admitted. Family members are also asked to notify the clergy of shut-ins, hospitalized parishioners 
and those entering Continuing Care who would like Fr. Marc to visit. 
 

• To register your child or make enquiries for First Confession and First Communion classes, for 
Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, and Home Visits for parishioners Please contact Fr. 
Marc. 

• OLV Whitehorse Food Bank, Food of the Month. The November selection is granola bars. Thank you. 

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate and wipe your feet in the porch.  

$$$ 

Never a pleasant topic, but OLV is rapidly running out of money. In the past year we have withdrawn 
$46,000 from our investment in order to cover routine expenses for staffing and building O & M. Our 
remaining investment may not last another 9 months. Currently our monthly donations do not cover 
the regular expenses.  
2019 was the 45th anniversary of when, in 1974, the Oblate Centre was built on the property and Fr. Monnet 
the OMI Provincial together with Bishop O’Connor, agreed to make the Porter Creek Mission a separate 
parish from Sacred Heart Cathedral. Later, a new church/hall was built and its doors were opened for the 
first time on Jan 27, 1980. The dedication ceremony and blessing by Bishop O’Connor was on April 27, 
1980. 2020 will be the 40th anniversary of the new church/hall. No-one is begging you for more money, 
but we need to consider whether we want this to be the final anniversary of OLV as a parish.  

http://www.taize.fr/
mailto:mpedwards55@gmail.com

