
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays except Wed, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Perpetual Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Rosary, and Adoration; after Mass 

  Beginning on May 1, 2019, there will be no 6.00 pm Wednesday Mass at OLV. 
 

Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath, Pat Banks 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting: June. 

Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 
Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Sunday, Pauline Paton; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 

 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): Will recommence in September. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 June 16, 2019: The Most Holy Trinity 
 

 

 

 

Glory to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy spirit: to God who is, 
who was, and who is to come. 

         

      

      

 

Artist:     Szymon Czechowicz (1756-1758) 
 Source: Wikimedia 



Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for June 16th, 2019: Holy Trinity Sunday 

Proverbs 8:22-31; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15  

Ever guilty of going about things backward?  

I presume this is the situation many of us Christians face every Trinity Sunday. Though our sacred authors 
describe and comment on God from one direction, we’re usually approaching him/her from the opposite 
direction. While our writers create the biblical pictures they develop based on their personal experiences of 
that God, many of us shape our personal God-experiences just to fit into their pictures. Our definition of God 
is frequently more important than our experiences of God. First, we look for a theology, then search for 
experiences to reinforce it. 

Our sacred authors weren’t brought up on catechisms; they were formed by experiences. Though they later 
attempt to put their experiences into some form of logical patterns, it’s clear from the many – often 
contradictory – biblical theologies we encounter that no one size fits all. Those willing to be involved with 
God are committing themselves to an adventure almost impossible to describe. Perhaps that’s why, in 
God’s wisdom, our Scriptures were composed by Semitic – not Greek – thinkers, people who refuse to 
analyze their exploits. Instead of coming up with either/or ways of looking at their God-adventures, they 
concentrate on synthesizing them. They’re always on the lookout to add another dimension or surface an 
aspect they never before noticed. Their one goal is to zero in on the both/and of their experiences. 

Not long ago I learned of an interesting custom among 19th century North American Plains Indians: 
“counting coup.” In battle, the tribe’s most courageous warriors would simply touch an enemy - not kill or 
wound him - then ride off. After the conflict, the survivors would gather to count the touches and compare 
notes. Among other things, they were convinced such “coups” transferred some of their enemy’s strength or 
spirit to them in ways that killing them couldn’t achieve.  

Could saving and collecting our sacred writings be another way of counting coup? In a sense, our biblical 
writers have touched God, and lived to tell us about it. They could have “killed” God by giving us a technical, 
catechism definition of divinity. But instead, they only touched her/him, leaving something for another day 
and another encounter. Best of all, they shared the spirit they gained from their contact, helping us uncover 
another dimension of someone who boasts unlimited dimensions.  

Unlike our Semitic-thinking sacred authors, we Greek-thinkers are in the business of killing, not touching. 
When we get done with the subject we attack, there’s nothing left but to bury the carcass in some 
theological manual.  

Thankfully today’s three sacred writers touch and don’t kill.  

The author of Proverbs could never have buried his or her coup in one of those manuals; it’s simply too 
poetic. The writer actually “co-creates” with Yahweh, standing next to God during the creation process.  

Paul and John, on the other hand, bring up things on which many of us rarely reflect. The Apostle zeros in 
on the failures and weakness that come to the fore when we reach out to God in our lives. Yet the instant 
we put our hands on the divine in our midst, we see the limits of those hands. In the same way, the 
Evangelist takes us beyond what we “cannot bear to hear now.” We can never look forward to retiring from 
the battle, no matter how often we engage with God. It’s an essential part of who we are. 

No matter how we’ve learned about God in the past, there’s always time to rearrange our priorities. It might 
take a lot more courage, but what an experience we’ll have to boast about? We’ll not only leave God intact, 
but have a strength we’ve never had before. 

Maybe those Indians knew what they were doing.  

COPYRIGHT 2019 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN Reprinted with kind permission of Fr. Karban. 

----------------- 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for June: The Mode of Life of Priests 

That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, commit themselves actively to a solidarity with 
those who are most poor. 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/061619.cfm


Fr. Joe’s homily for The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity:  
Loved, Forgiven & Empowered, The Actions of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

For many years I have encouraged people, young and old, to join me in a brief daily meditation which can 
transform our lives. I first heard about this mediation over 20 years ago when I attended a seminar given by 
Fr. Joh Fullenbach. I don’t know if he is the origin of the mediation, or just promoted it. The meditation is 
simply to focus on three thoughts: First God loves me with an unconditional love. I must love realize that I 
am loved and lovable. Second, God forgives me, I must forgive myself. And third, God is with me. Whatever 
I do; I can do with him.   

The three meditations are really Trinitarian: they each express the action of one of the persons of the 
Blessed Trinity. We are loved. We are forgiven. We are empowered. 

We are loved. The Father loves us. God loves us. Sometimes we focus on the view of God the Father as 
the Awesome One, the El Shaddai, the Creator. We envision him as the powerful old man with the beard 
creating the world and Adam on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. That is all valid. But He is also the Divine 
Lover. John 3:16:  He so loved the world as to give us His only Son. His Son told us to call God Abba, 
Daddy really.  Our God loves us as a parent loves his or her children, unconditionally. He loves us for whom 
we are. Good parents don’t love their children for what they do, although they are often proud of 
them. Good parents love their children for whom they are, their children. We are sons and daughters of 
God. We are loved. 

He, the Father, sent us the One who saved us. We believe in God the Son. We believe in Jesus Christ. We 
make the sign of the cross as an affirmation that Jesus saved us by being crucified for us. We believe that 
God’s love for us is so intense that the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity became one of us while 
remaining One with the Father. Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior. Perhaps we use that term Savior too 
freely. Perhaps it has lost its meaning for us. Without Jesus Christ we would be in the grips of hatred, sin 
and death. With Jesus Christ, we are engulfed in love and life. When we say “He frees us from sin,” we 
mean that he frees us from the misery that makes existence intolerable. With Jesus Christ, there is no 
situation in life that cannot lead us to his peace and happiness. Jesus Christ is the One who brought the 
Forgiveness of God to the world. God forgives us, not just as a people, but as individuals. We have to 
forgive ourselves. No matter what we have done, we have to let go of our guilt and trust in God. We have no 
right to refuse to forgive ourselves. We are not more powerful than God.  

The Word became one of us, Christmas. He died for us, Good Friday. He conquered death and restored 
eternal life for us, Easter. He ascended to the Father, but His Spirit and the Spirit of the Father, the Holy 
Spirit, was given to us on Pentecost and remains with each of us. We each have the Presence and Power 
of God within us. We can make God Present to others. We believe in the God who empowers us. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit. We can do all things in Him who strengthens us, as Paul stated in Philippians 
4:13.   

And so we begin our prayers in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. We begin our 
prayers in the name of the Father who loves us unconditionally, and of the Son who made this love concrete 
by becoming one of us and dying for us and bringing God’s forgiveness to us, and the name of the Holy 
Spirit, who is God dwelling within us, empowering us. The sign of the cross is an affirmation of our faith.  It 
is a declaration of whom we are: people God loves, forgives and empowers. 

As we grow in the knowledge that God loves us, as we experience His Love more and more in our lives, we 
are transformed by His Love. We want nothing more than to nurture this Love. We want to spread this 
Love.   

When we recognize that God forgives us, we realize that His Love is infinitely greater than our sins. We 
need to stop beating ourselves up and let His forgiveness into our lives. So many people in the world, so 
many of us, give up on life because we have given up on ourselves. When that happens we get into a 
downward cycle. We continue to do things that lead to spiritual disaster because we think God will not 
forgive us. Jesus Christ is our Savior, He saves us from ourselves. He forgives us. He calls us to spread the 
Good News, the Gospel to others. He challenges us to let all know that if they are committed to God, He will 
forgive them also.   



He gives us the Power to lead others to Christ. Every one of us has a unique ability to reflect God’s love in 
the world. Every one of us is capable of instilling the seed of God’s love in others. We can change other 
people. We can lead them from a meaningless life to a life of eternal fulfillment. We have the Power of God 
within us. We possess the Holy Spirit. 

And so we begin and end our prayers with a statement of whom we are and what we are about. We are 
people who are loved, forgiven and empowered. We find our meaning in life in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

------------------ 

Sean Goan: Let the reader understand 

Gospel 

This short gospel from John’s Last Discourse highlights the pivotal role of the Spirit in making known the 
mystery of God. We should not imagine that the idea of the Trinity was something that the early church 
came to easily. The first Christians were Jews and they believed very much in God as one, so they had to 
grapple with the identity of Jesus that had been revealed to them. This they did, firmly believing that the 
Spirit was guiding them into the amazing truth about God.  

They came to see that God’s own inner life had been shown to them as Creator, Saviour and Sanctifier and 
that as believers they were being asked in some way to live out the life of love that had been made known 
to them. The Gospel of John is a witness to this whole process. 

Reflection 

The gospel for today tells us that the Spirit of truth will lead us to the complete truth about God. Happily for 
us the gospel does not say when we will come to the complete truth. Perhaps this is because the evangelist 
knows full well that the God revealed by Jesus is not just a mystery to be solved. Every generation of 
Christians must make the effort to see where and how the God who creates, saves and sanctifies is 
speaking to us. 

At the beginning of the third millennium it may well be that She is screaming at us through a hole in the 
ozone layer and in the voices of the hungry and oppressed who suffer so terribly in God’s beautiful world. 

------------------- 

Donal Neary S.J.: Gospel reflections 

Beginning of time – wisdom 

Wisdom, truth and love seem to be the themes of readings today, and that love will lead to hope. 

It’s a confusing sort of feast, as we cannot understand the truth of the Trinity But we can ‘hit’ it from different 
angles. 

The wisdom of God has been born before the beginning of time. Somehow wisdom is essential to God – 
and is presented very often as female. In celebrating the Trinity, we celebrate 
and ask for wisdom, which comes from the heart of God. So this wisdom is the 
sort of wisdom that comes from love.  

Love is ‘poured’ into our hearts by the Spirit. Connected with love are qualities we 
would want to live by – courage and hope. These are the gifts of the Spirit as 
wisdom may be the gift of the Father. 

Jesus is presented by the gospel as the source of truth. His also is the truth of 
love, as his truth is best seen on the cross, in his self-sacrificing love. 

The most famous icon of the Trinity by Rugenev, well-known to us now, has the 
Trinity at a table and an empty space at the table for us all. In one sense they are 
not completed without us! We are part of their love, and their life of wisdom, truth 
and love, which they wish to share with us. 



Happy Father’s Day 
------------------ 

New: From the Diocese of Prince George: 
 

The annual Rose Prince Pilgrimage will be July 5, 6, & 7. Guest speaker Bishop 
Gary Gordon https://www.pgdiocese.bc.ca/ecwmv-event/rose-prince-pilgrimage/  poster attached. 
 

------------------ 

Local News 
 

Christ Church Cathedral events: 

• New: Tuesday, lunch time BBQs in Stringer Park are back for the summer. Super chefs Bishop Larry 
and Dean Sean will be cooking between 11.30 am – 1.30 pm. 

• New: Historical Evening Prayer, Wednesdays at 7.00 pm in Old Log Church, Elliot St. 

--- 

• OLV Food of the Month for Whitehorse Food Bank. The June selection is Juice. Thank you all.  

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate of them. It is that muddy time of 
year again so please wipe your feet on the porch carpet before entering the church.  
 

• Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, or Home Visits for parishioners who would like Fr. 
Marc to stop by for communion, a short visit, a house blessing, or just a chat: Please call Fr. Marc at 
633-2647 

------------------ 
 

 

https://www.pgdiocese.bc.ca/ecwmv-event/rose-prince-pilgrimage/

