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Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

 Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Pre registration is still required for Saturday and Sunday Masses. 
This is a weekly obligation for all and failure to do this makes extra work for others so please be 
considerate. Drop-ins must register on site. For 7.00pm Saturday or 10.00 am Sunday Mass, please pre 
register by e-mailing olov.whitehorse@gmail.com  Weekday Masses require self registration on site.  

The 9.00 am Mass from SHC will still be live streamed on the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Whitehorse Facebook Page  Please check: http://www.whitehorsediocese.ca/ for updates. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 5, 2020 Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
What is enchanting is that Jesus is amazed of the 
Father!  An incredibly beautiful thing: the Master of 
Nazareth who is surprised by a God always more 
fanciful and inventive in His findings, who startles 
everyone, even His Son. What happened? The Gospel 
has just referred a time of failures, and now hits the 
bottom: John the Baptist is arrested, Jesus is harshly 
contested by representatives of the temple, the villages 
around the lake, after the first wave of enthusiasm and 
of miracles, went away. And now, in that context of 
failure, an unexpected gash opens before Jesus, an 
improvised overturning that fills Him with joy: Father I 
thank You; I bless You because You have revealed 
Yourself to the small ones. The empty space of the 
great, are filled by the small ones: fishermen, poor 
people, sick people, widows, children, publicans, God’s 
favourites… 

Jesus did not expect this and is amazed of this novelty; 
the marvel invades Him, and we see Him happy. He 
discovers the doing of God, as before He knew to 
discover, in the depth of all person, anguish and hope, 
and for them He knew how to invent as answer, words 
and deeds, those that love makes us call? miracles?... 

A small one, a child understands right away the essential: if others love him or not. In the end, this is the 
simple secret of life. There is no other, more profound. The small ones, the last ones in line, the world 
peripheries have understood that Jesus has come to bring the revolution of tenderness: ‘you are worth more 
that many sparrows’, He said the other Sunday, you have the nest in His hands. Come to me, all you who 
are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. My load is gentle, and my weight is light. 
Jesus came to cancel the old image of God. Not a menacing finger against us, but two open arms. He came 
to make religion light and fresh, to remove the heavy load and to give us wings of a faith that frees. 

Learn from me who I am: gentle and humble of heart, that is, learn from my heart, in my way of loving, 
delicate, and untamed. From Him let us learn the alphabet of life; to the school of the heart, the wisdom of 
living.             Fr. Marc 

     Art work: Entry of the King into Jerusalem: Artist: Unknown - ca.1030-1040 Source: Wikimedia  
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Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for July 5, 2020: Fourteenth Sunday of the Year 

Zechariah 9:9-10; Romans 8:9, 11-13; Matthew 11:25-30  

According to some traditions, during the official ceremony of General Cornwallis' October 19, 1791 
surrender to George Washington at Yorktown, ending the Revolutionary War, the British got the last laugh. 
Its band sarcastically played a well-known musical ditty entitled The World Turned Upside Down. The 
song's lyrics pointed out the absurdity of the world's military giant surrendering to the 13 Colonies' ragtag 
army: “If buttercups buzzed after the bees, if boats were on land and churches on sea, if ponies rode men 
and grass ate the cows . . . then all the world would be upside down.”  

Whether that particular song was actually played during the surrender or not, The World Turned Upside 
Down could certainly be a valid subtitle for our Sacred Scriptures. Today's three sacred authors agree. 

The prophet Zechariah sets the theme. Probably active shortly after the Chosen People's 6th century BCE 
Babylonian Exile, he paints an ideal picture of a restored Holy Land. But the Messiah/King he depicts isn't 
the leader most people are anticipating. Though “his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River 
(the Euphrates) to the ends of the earth,” he won't be a king who depends on military might. According to 
Zechariah, this king “. . . shall come to you . . . meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass.” 
Military leaders don't ride donkeys; they ride horses. Israel's future messianic king will be unique. He'll not 
only refuse to ground his monarchy on military might, he'll actually disarm the entire country! No one has 
ever experienced such a king or such a nation. (If by now you're suspecting the four evangelists based their 
narratives of Jesus' “Palm Sunday” entrance into Jerusalem on Zechariah 9, you're not alone. Every 
Scripture scholar I know shares your suspicions.) 

This image of an upside-down world is certainly carried over into the Christian Scriptures.  

Paul, for instance, warns the Christian community in Rome not to go through life depending solely on what 
they can experience through the “flesh.” For followers of the risen Jesus, there's a whole other world, a 
world which the Spirit creates every day of our lives. It's in this dying/rising world that we're expected to live. 
That's why the Apostle assures us, “If you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” Only by giving ourselves over to Jesus' Spirit can we faithfully 
imitate Jesus' upside-down behavior.  

Once we do that, Matthew's Jesus tells us we'll begin looking at the people around us through different 
eyes. No longer do we focus on the rich and powerful, neither do we zero in only on the “wise and learned.” 
For followers of Jesus, the most important inhabitants of this planet are the “little ones:” those who daily go 
through life laboring and burdened. Imitating Jesus, our task is to provide “rest” for them, something people 
would logically put at the bottom of their “to do list,” if it even appears on it at all. For other Christs, the 
world's top becomes the bottom, and the bottom, the top.  

It's ironic (or providential), considering America's participation in World Wars I & II, if it weren't for those 
victorious thirteen colonies, Great Britain, as we know it, might not even exist today. 

Perhaps the only way to definitively save this world is to turn it upside down. Our sacred authors and the 
historical Jesus might have been centuries ahead of themselves in expecting their readers and followers to 
be motivated by such a preposterous value system. But if it works . . . 
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------------------ 

Sunday Gospel reflection with Father William Grimm MM, July 5, 2020 

The world around me may be in turmoil, but I will be in peace and calm, not because I am apart from the 
world, but because I am sharing God's deep love for that world. 

https://www.ucanews.com/video/sunday-gospel-reflection-with-father-william-grimm/88609 

 

https://www.ucanews.com/video/sunday-gospel-reflection-with-father-william-grimm/88609


How God Heals Us, Even in the Midst of Illness St. John of Avila 

You may well be content to serve our Lord in illness, for when he calls people to suffer instead of working 
for Him, He is calling them to a higher state. During our earthly exile, it is most fitting that we should carry 
the cross with Christ, who loved it so dearly that He chose to die on it. We can do this better in sickness 
than in health, for illness is repugnant to flesh and blood and can never cause vainglory. 

Great were the works of Christ in His mortal life, but greater far were His sufferings, which exceeded those 
of the whole world. This idea explains St. James’s words: “My brethren, count it all joy, when you shall fall 
into divers temptations”; and again: “Patience hath a perfect work.” Receive your illness, then, willingly, and 
be grateful to our Lord, who sent it.  

If you bear this cross and burden well, He will send you interior and more painful trials, which He keeps for 
His dearest friends, to conform them to Himself. For although Christ’s visible Cross was great, it was not to 
be compared with that which, unknown to men, He bore in His soul. 

Although you may think that God has taken you away from other work because you performed it badly, 
thank Him nonetheless for doing so. To be corrected by the hand of so loving a Father needs rather humility 
to restrain our excessive joy, than patience to bear our punishment well. However, I fear lest you may not 
profit by this sickness as you should, for sometimes beginners become lax in their religious duties when 
suffering from an illness that is not dangerous to life. How foolish it is to change medicine into poison, and 
injure our souls with the thing God sends us for a remedy. Call on Him for aid with all your heart, that as He 
has weakened your body by His touch, your soul may run to Him the more swiftly. This infirmity is sent that 
your flesh may expiate its sins by suffering pain; so do not turn this chance of discharging your past debts 
into a time for incurring fresh ones. 

Watch carefully over your conduct; do not think your body must have everything it asks for, but by the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, offer it to Christ crucified, and He who let Himself be placed between two thieves, will not 
drive you from Him. Although you cannot now keep up your customary reading and meditation as you would 
wish, still, do all you can without serious injury to your health. Our Lord is so good and so powerful that He 
gives strength to those He sees to be doing their best. Sometimes He bestows more favors on people who 
lie ill in bed and are unable to pray than on others who spend hours in prayer. Perhaps He will show you 
this mercy, which depends solely on His will. 

In conclusion, I beg you, for the love of God, not to “be carried about by every wind of doctrine,” but to 
preserve your high esteem for those persons through whose hands you have received divine mercy. Imitate 
the man in the Gospel who was born blind: he considered his cure a proof of the goodness of his Master 
who had worked it and would let no one persuade him to the contrary. He said: “If he be a sinner, I know 
not: one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” Although this man said: “If he be a sinner,” 
evidently he was convinced of our Lord’s justice, as is shown by his persistently maintaining it in his 
answers to the Jews, and also by Christ’s making Himself known to him in the Temple as the reward of his 
faith. 

This article is from a chapter in Finding Confidence in Times of Trial: Letters of St John of Avila. It is available as a paperback 
or e-book from your favorite bookstore or online through Sophia Institute Press. 

St. John of Avila (1500-1569) led the authentic effort to reform the Church and Christian society during one 
of its darkest hours, largely through letters and meditations. Called a spiritual master by St. Teresa of Avila, 
Francis de Sales, and John Paul II, his writings are simple and profound. 

------------------ 

The Pope’s Prayer Intentions: for July 2020: Our Families 

We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

------------------ 

Your prayers are asked for: The health of Joe Hanrath, Gerry Whitley, Anglican Archbishop 

Terry Buckle. The repose of the souls of all those departed and that their families may find peace. 
All who are ill; all those suffering from Covid – 19, especially the people of Brazil. The families of those 

suffering and those at risk of Covid – 19. All those caring for sufferers of Covid – 19. Those who are 
suffering from severe environmental events worsening their struggles with the coronavirus pandemic. 



Local News 

Please note that Priests will continue to administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick for those 

who are gravely ill. You may contact Fr Marc or any member of the clergy. 

• Hospice Yukon staff are still available to help by e-mail and telephone. Please check hospiceyukon.net  
 

• Let’s Chat Yukon: Stuck at home and wishing you had someone to speak with? Let’s Chat Yukon is a 
toll-free line you can call for enjoyable conversation with a fellow Yukoner. 1-877-321-1001  

 

• Thank you to all who mailed or dropped off donations to OLV.  
 

•  Fr. Marc can be reached by telephone at 633-2647 as it is automatically forwarded to his cell. 
  
• If you need help during this time of self isolation, please call Stella Martin at 668-4629 or 335-4629. 
 

• OLV Food Bank Outreach: Suspended until further notice but our program will resume later. Monetary 
donations may be made at: www.whithorsefoodbank.ca/donations 

 

Registration is still required for Saturday or Sunday Mass, either at OLV or SHC.  
Please also register by Thursday evening for OLV, Thursday noon for SHC. 

Registration is required by YT regulation as it enables tracing if someone is infected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confession and Reconciliation during 
Covid - 19 

 

Rachel’s Corner      
“This was a 20-year weight taken off me. My heart had become hard as a rock. Until today I had 
abandoned God completely. I will give Him now my lukewarmness and allow God to be God. Thank 
you, Rachel’s Vineyard.         Testimonial 

Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. We know what that hardened heart feels like as well as trying 
to make it without God. You don’t have to go on like that. God is waiting to change your heart and your 
life. Trust Him. 

www.RachelsVineyardKelowna.com info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 250-762-2273  
For local information email: rvwhitehorse@gmail.com 
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