
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays except Wed, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Perpetual Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Rosary, and Adoration; after Mass 

  Beginning on May 1, 2019, there will be no 6.00 pm Wednesday Mass at OLV. 
 

Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath, Pat Banks 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting ? 

Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 
Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Sunday, Pauline Paton; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 

 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): Will recommence in September. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 July 7, 2019: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You shall love the 
Lord your God with 
all your heart…; and 
your neighbour as 
yourself.”     Luke 10 
 
 
 
 
 

    The Good Samaritan - De barmhartige Samaritaan 
        Artist: Unknown, abt 1537. Source: Wikimedia        

             



  Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for July 14th, 2019: Fifteenth Sunday of the Year 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37  

[Editor's note: While Father Roger Karban recovers from an illness, FOSIL reprints a column from 2016:]  

One of my favorite Peanuts quotes is Linus’ offhand remark, “I love mankind . . . it’s people I can’t stand.” I 
presume it became quite popular in the late 50s and early 60s because so many of us identified with the 
little guy. We can love things in the abstract, but when it comes down to loving them in the concrete we 
frequently find a half dozen reasons for suspending our love. 

That’s exactly the problem Luke’s Jesus tackles in today’s gospel pericope. It’s not difficult to repeat his 
answer to the lawyer’s question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” We’re to demonstrate our love of 
God by loving our neighbor. On face value it’s easy to understand. The kicker comes when the legal scholar 
follows his first question with another: “And who is my neighbor?” 

Those who deal with the 613 Laws of Moses know that definitions of terms is essential to understanding 
those laws. For instance, when it comes to the commandment “You shall not commit adultery” we Christians 
presume that prohibition refers to having relations with anyone who’s the spouse of another. Yet many 
Mosaic Law experts are convinced this commandment originally applied only to those who were having illicit 
relations with Jews. Similar relations with Gentiles weren’t covered under this particular commandment.  

It’s interesting that Jesus doesn’t provide this legal expert with a precise definition of neighbor; instead he 
tells him a story.  

Most of us know about the historical animosity between Jews and Samaritans, but few of us appreciate the 
actions of the priest and Levite. When the two pass by on the opposite side of the road, they’re not just 
refusing to get involved with a fellow Jew in need, they’re actually forced to do so because of their religious 
obligations. Functionaries at the Jerusalem temple, they’re forbidden to touch a dead body or even come 
into contact with blood. So, in this particular situation, this particular Jew doesn’t fit their theological 
definition of a neighbor. He’s more a temptation to sin for them than a concrete occasion to fulfill Yahweh’s 
command in the book of Leviticus to love your neighbor. The Samaritan, on the other hand, isn’t limited by 
their religious restrictions. He’s forbidden – under pain of death – from even entering the temple! 

Notice when Jesus asks, “Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” the 
lawyer doesn’t say “the Samaritan.” He simply replies, “The one who treated him with mercy.” 

As much as I hate to admit it, Jesus seems to be saying that if any of us ever find ourselves in dire straits, 
we’d better pray an atheist come by. “Religious persons” would probably have four or five reasons why, in 
this situation, they’re absolved from helping us. Luke’s Jesus couldn’t be clearer: religious obligations can 
never excuse us from helping someone in need.  

He agrees with the author of Deuteronomy who, in our first reading, reminds us that God’s commandments 
are ensconced in our everyday lives. We don’t have to look up to heaven to find out what God wants us to 
do; we simply have to look around us. God works in the concrete, not the abstract. 

The Pauline disciple responsible for Colossians takes this concreteness one step further, expressing his 
belief that the human Jesus was actually the “image of the invisible God.” Not the holy card image of Jesus, 
but the real image.  

Along that line, historians remind us that no one over the age of 20 in Jesus’ day and age had a full set of 
teeth. Since the historical Jesus was 30 when he died, I presume he fits Linus’ definition of “people.”  

 COPYRIGHT 2019 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN Reprinted with kind permission of Fr. Karban & FOSIL. 

----------------- 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for July:  

The Integrity of Justice 

That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world 
may not have the last word. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm


Fr Joe’s homily for Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time:  

The Good Samaritan Next Door  

The three ladies had been friends since high school.  They all grew up in the same Church and were pretty 
active as Teens.  Eleanor married Fred and had three children, one was still in college, the other two were 
on their own.  Sally married Tom.  Their two were in high school.  Phyllis married Sam. They had two in 
college and one in the service.  Eleanor and Fred, Sally and Tom, and Phyllis and Sam; they remained 
friends....to a degree.  Time and children kept them busy.  Sally and Tom, particularly, weren’t around all 
that much.  The other two couples remained very close.  All three families went to the same Church, but 
Sally and her family were not as involved as Eleanor’s and Phyllis’.  Sally never had the time.  Eleanor and 
Phyllis were concerned.  They wondered if she and her family were even coming to Mass regularly.  They 
didn’t want to confront her, but they did pray for her and Tom to return to a more fervent practice of the faith. 

And then Fred, Eleanor’s husband, became ill.  He came home from work, got out of his car, and passed 
out.  It was a brain tumor.  The doctors said that it was inoperable.  The only hope was chemotherapy, but 
the chances of that working were slim.  Naturally, all of their friends were concerned, including Phyllis and 
Sam, Sally and Tom.  But as the months wore on, Eleanor noticed something.  Because she had to stay 
home with Fred, she saw less and less of Phyllis.  And she never saw Sam anymore.  But Sally and Tom 
were always there in her home.  Tom made it a point to stop by every evening and jaw with Fred, maybe 
watch some sports together, just be buds.  Sally was always showing up when Eleanor needed her, even 
when she didn’t ask her to come by.  When hospice said that they would send in a respite care volunteer, 
Eleanor thanked them but replied that her friends Sally and Tom made sure she had a break every day.  A 
passing thought came to Eleanor that she wished she could have said the same about Phyllis and Sam. 

The sickness ran its course, and Fred passed away.  After the funeral, after the first months of intense grief, 
Eleanor started thinking about what she had experienced with her friends.  It was then that she started 
praying for Phyllis and Sam’s conversion. 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is a parable of living the Law of the Lord.  That is how the parable 
begins.  That is what the scholar of the Law asked Jesus to comment on.  First he asked him what he had 
to do to inherit eternal life.  When Jesus asked him what the Law said, the scholar quoted Deuteronomy and 
Leviticus, “Love the Lord with your whole heart, and being, and strength and mind, and love your neighbor 
as yourself.”  The parable comes after the scholar asked who was a neighbor. 

We all know the parable very well, perhaps too well.  We know it so well that we forget that it is pointed 
towards us.  The parable is about living the Way of Jesus, the Law of Love.  The Samaritan’s were seen by 
the Jews as outside of the Law.  They had intermarried with pagans.  Their practice of the Jewish faith was 
not as pure as the Jews.  They didn’t travel to Jerusalem for the festivals, believing that they could worship 
God in other places.  To the Jews, Samaritans were sinners because they were not as fervent in their faith 
as the Jews were.  The Jews were like Eleanor and Fred, and Phyllis and Tom, who were all certain that 
they were following the Way of the Lord.  The Samaritans were like Sally and Tom, who did not appear as 
fervent. 

The Good Samaritan knew when God called him into action.  He knew that he could not be a follower of the 
Lord and walk by that man who needed his help.  Sure the Levite and the Temple priest should have gone 
into action.  Supposedly, they were the strong followers of God.  But that wasn’t an argument for the 
Samaritan to ignore the man on the side of the road. He did what the Law of God demanded that he 
do.  And sure Sally and Tom could have said that Eleanor’s other, fervent friends, particularly Phyllis and 
Sam, should be changing their lives to help care for Fred, but that wasn’t an argument for their not fulfilling 
what the Law of Love was demanding of them.  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is real in our lives.  It is present whenever we are confronted with 
demands on our time and resources to care for someone who needs us.  It is particularly present whenever 
we are tempted to hide behind worship as a justification for refusing to answer the call to charity.  “I am 
really busy at Church,” we say, “God certainly doesn’t expect more of me.”  But He does.  



In Jeremiah 31:33 we hear the prophesy, “My law will be written upon their hearts.”  We know when we are 
being called to fulfill the Law of the Lord.  We know that Jesus identifies with those who are hurting.  There 
is no excuse, no justification, for our walking by those who need our help, who need His Love. 

Your son, your daughter needs extra time.  He or she is going through a challenging time, perhaps even a 
time of crisis.  You are emotionally sapped when you try to point him or her in the right direction.  But you go 
to Church.  You’ve been good parents.  So why should you have to keep parenting even when the children 
should be old enough to know what they should do?  And so, you walk by the one on the side of the road, 
the one who actually lived or even lives in your own house.   

Or perhaps on the opposite side, you feel you didn’t do all you should have done to instill the faith in your 
children.  You didn’t put up as much of a fight as you should have when children announced that since they 
were confirmed, they wouldn’t be going to Church anymore.  You could have done better in other areas of 
instilling the faith, but you didn’t.  Still, when your children need you, even when they don’t realize their 
need, they can always count on your support, encouragement and love.  Maybe most of us here have been 
Good Samaritans, yes we could have been better at fulfilling prescripts, but we have actively practiced what 
is at the heart of the Law, Christian love.  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is far more than a pleasant biblical story told by Jesus Himself.  The 
parable is an answer to the question: What must I do to inherit eternal life?  

We have only to look into our hearts. We know what we must do.  

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

------------------ 

Donal Neary S.J. Gospel reflections for Year C, Luke: The teller of the story 

Is this the best story ever written! Because we know it so well, we may gloss over it. It challenges us on 
many levels – the inclusiveness of everyone as our neighbour; the way we can pass by human needs, and 
how the most rejected people can respond positively. It is a story of how many of us miss tragedy under our 
noses, and how many suffer because of the cruelty of others. It’s mainly a story to ask us to respond as 
positively as we can to all human need. 

It also points to the person who told the story. Jesus could tell this story because he was the good 
Samaritan himself. His heart went out to those who were suffering most at the hands of others. He could tell 
it also because he knew what it was like to be an outcast – rejected by his own people, and in danger all the 
time of being victimised even to death like this man at the side of the road. 

He brings it farther also – saying that the commandment of God is seen in the way the good Samaritan 
responded. The second great commandment is to love the neighbour, and the neighbour is the one of any 
colour, nationality, age or family. 

We can ask who are the ones thrown to the side of the road today? The former prisoner, the asylum seeker 
and refugee, the forgotten young person, the addict, among others. All can be helped to their feet and to 
carry on in life through the help and care of another. 

The final words to take from the gospel today are simple yet difficult – ‘go and do the same yourself.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fr. Benjamin Roberts, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 14, 2019 
 

Last Sunday we heard about the mission of the seventy-two who were sent out by the Lord to proclaim the 
kingdom of God. This week, it is the scholar of the law who comes to Jesus and asks about eternal life. 

Most of us are so familiar with the parable of the Good Samaritan that we can easily hear it without really 
listening to it. It’s easy to do that sometimes with passages of scripture we know so well. The story is 
simple. A man who is going from Jerusalem to Jericho is robbed, beaten, and nearly killed. It was a 
dangerous road. A priest and a Levite walk past the injured man, and a Samaritan stops to care for him. 
The Samaritan treats the wounds of the injured man with wine, oil, and bandages. The Samaritan takes him 
to an inn, pays for his care, and promises to pay for any additional needs when he returns. The Samaritan 
demonstrates what is means to be a neighbor. 

We want to be good neighbors. The law of God invites us to love God and love our neighbor. That is not a 
mysterious commandment. It is not something hidden from our view. This commandment is near to us, in 
our mouths and in our hearts. We know it and we can follow it. 

The difference between the Samaritan and the priest and the Levite was more than just their actions. We do 
not know why the priest and the Levite did not stop to help the injured man. We do know why the Samaritan 
stopped to help the injured man: he was moved with compassion. From the compassion that he felt for this 
unknown injured man on the side of the road, the Samaritan carried out the love of neighbor. 

We want to be compassionate neighbors. The word compassion means to suffer with. To be compassionate 
means that we are willing to suffer with those who are suffering. The Samaritan was willing to suffer and 
willing to sacrifice for the injured man. His act of charity cost him. It cost him wine, oil, and bandages made 
of cloth. It cost him comfort on the journey because he gave the injured man his own place on the animal he 
was riding. It cost him the two silver coins that he gave to the innkeeper, and whatever he would pay on his 
return. And it cost him the most precious gift that we can give to another: it cost him time. The Samaritan 
was willing to suffer with the suffering. That is what it means to be a neighbor. 

And that is part of what it means to be a follower of the Lord Jesus. We suffer with the suffering. In union 
with Christ who suffered for us, we suffer with the poor, the injured, the sick, the rejected, and the dying. We 
suffer with those who have been cast to the side of the road in our society: the unborn, the immigrant, the 
elderly, the mentally ill, and the disabled. Each of us was marked with the sign of Christ’s glorious sufferings 
in our baptism. Every vocation is marked with the blessing of Christ’s holy cross. Mothers suffer with and for 
their children. Fathers suffering with and for their families. Teachers suffer with and for their students. 
Husbands suffer for their wives, and wives suffer for their husbands. Priests suffer with and for their people, 
and the holy people of God suffer with and for their priests. We are the neighbors, and we are the people 
Christ calls us to be when we are willing to suffer with those who suffer. 

But we were not the first to suffer. We suffer in union with Christ on the cross. For in truth, we are not the 
Good Samaritan in the parable. We are the injured man. And Christ our Savior traveling to the road to the 
heavenly city of Jerusalem looked was moved with compassion for each of us. Jesus approached us while 
we were still sinners. He bathed us in the wine of his blood and anointed us with the oil of gladness. He 
carried us in his own body and placed us in the inn which is his holy Church. He left the two precious coins 
of his Word and his Sacraments until his return in glory. 

And now, at the altar, we meet him. Our compassionate Savior meets us in our suffering and gives us eyes 
to recognize his presence and eyes to recognize those who are suffering. Here we are strengthened to 
suffer with Christ and for Christ who willing and lovingly and compassionately suffered for us. 

Fr. Benjamin Roberts is a priest of the Diocese of Charlotte, NC, and pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe, NC. He is a 
member of the Catholic Association of Teachers of Homiletics and the Academy of Homiletics. His Sunday homilies can be heard at 

FatherBHomilies.podbean.com. Source: Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
------------------ 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Carol’s husband Hank Vanderbyl who is back in hospital in Vancouver.  
Our friend Fr. Roger Karban (see FOSIL editor’s note with his essay).  
The repose of the souls of Leora Coombes and Rosalie Rogers: friends of parishioners. 

http://fatherbhomilies.podbean.com/


Local News 

• New: Our Lady of Victory floor is being stripped and re-waxed on Jul 17, 18 & 19 therefore; the church 
will be closed except for pre-authorised, extreme emergencies access. 

• OLV Food of the Month for Whitehorse Food Bank. The July selection is Tuna. Thank you all.  

• Guess no-one reads print editions anymore! OLV is still in need of many old newspapers to use for 
weed suppression. If you have a stash to unload, please let Pat know. 

• Vacation Bible School, called ROAR! For 5-11yr olds at Christ Church Cathedral July 29-August 2, 
6pm to 8:30 pm. Life is Wild. God is good.  

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate of them. If it is muddy, please 
wipe your feet on the porch carpet before entering the church, and please respect our new wax. 

• Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, or Home Visits for parishioners who would like Fr. 
Marc to stop by for communion, a short visit, a house blessing, or just a chat: Please call Fr. Marc at 
633-2647 
 

• BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS SUNDAY July 21, 2019 10:30 am; WHITEHORSE UNITED CHURCH,  

• Tuesday, lunch time BBQs in Stringer Park are back for the summer. Super chefs Bishop Larry and 
Dean Sean will be cooking between 11.30 am – 1.30 pm. 

• Historical Evening Prayer, Wednesdays at 7.00 pm in Old Log Church, Elliot St. 

------------------ 

 

 


