
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays Mon & Fri, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena, & Rosary, after Mass 

  Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting? 
Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 

Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 
 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): For Grades 5 to 8, Fridays @, 7:00pm  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 January 19, 2020: 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the 

world!”  
         John 1. 29 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world 
Source:  https://www.flickr.com/ 
 



Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for January 19, 2020: 2nd Sunday of the Year 

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 I Corinthians 1:1-3 John 1:29-44 

(Originally published 2014) 

It's impossible to understand today's first reading without restoring verse 4 to the passage. Though 
convinced he's Yahweh's prophet, Deutero-Isaiah is just as convinced he's failed in the mission Yahweh's 
given him to accomplish. "I thought," the prophet reflects, "I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, 
spent my strength." In other words, "I never did what you expected me to do." 

Yet, for some divine reason, Yahweh's not worried about the prophet's failure. In spite of his people not 
listening to his oracles, Deutero-Isaiah is certain, “... my reward is with Yahweh, my recompense is with my 
God." In an environment of striving for success, God's reaction to our failures is unique. Disciples of God 
simply have to get used to employing a different value system when it comes to their discipleship. 

In some sense, this unnamed prophet can't figure out why, after he failed at bringing Jacob back to Yahweh 
or gathering Israel to God, he still realizes "1 am made glorious in the sight of Yahweh and my God is now 
my strength." Yahweh's glory has been shown by Deutero-Isaiah's failures, not by his successes. Not only 
that, but the prophet receives an even broader mission: "It is too little, Yahweh says, "for you to be my 
servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the survivors of Israel, I will make you a light to the 
nations (Gentiles), that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." The prophet's lack of success 
opens new horizons for him. 

Between now and the first week of March - except for the feast of the Presentation - our second readings will 
be from Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, a letter he probably composed after he'd come to the conclusion 
he'd lost control over that particular community. Though today's short passage contains one of his "normal" 
greetings to a church he had founded, over the next month and a half we're going to see just how "unholy" 
many in that community had become. No doubt Paul was tempted to conclude he'd wasted his time in 
evangelizing them. Yet, this unique letter, written from the viewpoint of failure, has become a classic guide 
for understanding Christian communities and the Spirit working in them. 

Scripture scholars constantly warn us to distinguish the historical John the Baptizer from the gospel John the 
Baptizer. We Christians automatically look at this wilderness prophet as Jesus' precursor: the person who 
plows the field ahead of Jesus' planting. That's the image our four evangelists have created in order to 
somehow relate John's ministry to Jesus' ministry. He proclaims the "Lamb of God" in our midst, and 
testifies, "A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me." John dies a 
happy man because he's made Jesus known. 

But that's not how the historical John would have judged his God-given mission. As an Essene – a member 
of the Dead Sea scrolls community - John, like Jesus, insisted on repentance. But the reason the Baptizer 
was so anxious to have people change their value systems was to prepare the way for Yahweh's 
appearance on earth, an appearance which he hoped would right the wrongs his community had suffered a 
century before at the hands of the Jerusalem authority structure. 

Obviously things didn't turn out the way John anticipated. His preaching didn't usher in Yahweh's arrival; it 
simply hastened his own death. He probably looked at his martyrdom as a sign he'd failed in the task 
Yahweh gave him. When we fail in carrying out what we conceive to be God's plans for us, it's important to 
remember the failures of Deutero-Isaiah, Paul, and John the Baptist. They couldn't have been more 
successful. 

COPYRIGHT 2020 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

Reproduced by kind permission of Fr. Karban and Fosil 

------------------ 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for January 2020: Promotion of World Peace 

We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace 
and justice in the world. 

 



John Littleton: Journeying through the Year of Matthew. Gospel Reflection 

Two central characters, Jesus and John the Baptist, dominate the opening chapter of John’s Gospel. (The 
gospel was written by John the Apostle and Evangelist, not to be confused with John the Baptist who 
features in the gospel.) The chapter reveals the essential aspects of Jesus’ identity. He is the Word made 
flesh and the Lamb of God. Both are crucial for an understanding of who he is and what he does. 

The first of the characters is Jesus. In the chapter, John the Baptist is quoted as having made one of the 
most remarkable professions of faith that is recorded in the New Testament. During his preaching, on seeing 
Jesus in the distance, he said to his listeners: ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 
world’ (Jn 1:29). But John’s profession of faith did not stop with that affirmation of Jesus. He elaborated 
further and then concluded: ‘Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God’ (Jn 
1:24). 

The Baptist’s reference to Jesus as the Lamb of God brings to mind several images. Like other people of 
that time, the Baptist would have been familiar with the prophecies about the future Messiah, so he could 
have been referring to the servant of the Lord in chapter 53 of the Book of Isaiah, where the servant was 
presented as the one who would bring salvation to God’s people by bearing their sufferings and sorrows. 

In addition, there the servant was compared to a lamb being led to the slaughter house. So Jesus’ identity 
could be understood in that context. The first chapter of John’s Gospel focuses on the fulfilment of the Old 
Testament prophecies, all of which prepare for the Incarnation: the Word of God made flesh in Jesus. 
The Baptist undoubtedly would also have been referring to the paschal lamb in chapter 12 of the Book of 
Exodus, who had effectively saved the Israelites from annihilation at the time of their escape from slavery in 
Egypt. 

And the Baptist would have been referring too to the story of Abraham’s binding of his son, Isaac, in chapter 
22 of the Book of Genesis, where God provided the sacrificial lamb thereby saving Isaac from death. The 
Baptist, who had long been preparing to announce the Messiah’s arrival, would have had all these scripture 
passages in mind when referring to Jesus as the Lamb of God. 
It is clear that John the Baptist had a definite understanding of Jesus’ identity by using the image of the 
lamb. Jesus would be the one to destroy sin and thus bring salvation to the world. The Baptist wanted to 
make clear the distinction between the Saviour and himself, whose task was to prepare the people for the 
great saving work of Jesus. 

In that context, we are reminded of the words spoken by the priest before the distribution of Holy 
Communion at Mass: ‘This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who 
are called to his supper.’ We remember the details of the apparition of Our Lady at Knock in Ireland, where 
the central figure in the apparition was the Lamb of God, the innocent victim suffering for our sins, at the altar 
surrounded by angels, with Mary, Saint Joseph and Saint John the Evangelist prayerfully looking on. 
Thus the second character in chapter 1 of John’s Gospel is John the Baptist. He described himself as a 
‘witness that he Jesus is the Chosen One of God’ (Jn 1:34). The Baptist played a unique role in preparing 
the way for Jesus the Messiah to come into people’s lives. He did this by his faithful witnessing and his 
penitential lifestyle. 

We too are called to be witnesses to the Lamb of God and, by our convictions and lifestyle, to facilitate his 
arrival in the hearts and souls of those we meet and know. But to do that, we need to recognise Jesus as the 
Lamb of God. Let us pray that, like John the Baptist, we will always do so. 

For meditation 
A man is coming after me who ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, 
and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water. (Jn 1:30-31) 

John Littleton is: Director, Dominican Priory Institute for Distant Learning, Tallaght, Eire. 

 

 

 

 



Msgr. Joe's Homily for 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time: The Lamb of God 

You come to Church today and you notice right away that the Christmas decorations are gone. You know 
where Mary, Joseph and Jesus are, don’t you?  No, they’re not in Egypt. They’re in boxes in storage. 

Some of our poinsettias remain. They, particularly the red flowers, are a good reminder that the One we 
celebrate on Christmas gave his blood for us.  As the old priest would repeat in his one line Christmas 
homily: “The Wood of the Manger is the Wood of the Cross.”  

The Christmas season is over. Now we move on with the very beginning of Jesus’ public life, usually referred 
to as his ministry. We come upon John the Baptist seeing Jesus and pointing to him. “This is the Lamb of 
God,” he says. 

“Lamb of God.” We use that term so often, that it is easy for us to overlook the deep theology and the 
unfathomable love of our God contained in His sending His Son to be the Lamb. 

The first place we come upon the concept of the Lamb of God is in the 53rd chapter of the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah. Although this was written six hundred years before Jesus, it describes the feelings of God’s 
people as they look at Jesus on the cross. It’s short, so let me quote it:  

 It was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured, while we thought of him as stricken, as 
one smitten by God and afflicted. 

 But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins, upon him was the chastisement that makes us 
whole, by his stripes we were healed. 

 We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; But the LORD laid upon him the  guilt of us 
all. 

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his mouth; Like a lamb led to the slaughter or 
a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth. 

He is wounded for our sins, bruised for our iniquities. He has taken upon himself the chastisement that 
makes us whole. That is what John the Baptist meant when he said, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.”   

The question comes: why? Why did the world need a Savior? Why did God’s son become a man to suffer 
and die for us? Did the Word have to become Flesh? Was Christmas necessary? Well, we can’t tell God 
what is necessary or not necessary. But we can try to come to an understanding of God’s plan. From the 
very beginning of the world, all creation was entrusted to human beings. Sadly, man, in his selfishness and 
self-centeredness, perverted the whole purpose for creation. Instead of glorifying God, creation was used to 
satisfy man’s selfish needs. But God still did not take the gift of creation away from man. A man would once 
more restore creation to God’s original plan. Jesus Christ is this man. 

Some people continue to pervert the purpose of creation. Sadly, sometimes, we join them. We become so 
wrapped up in ourselves that we push God aside. We turn the good things of the world into the purpose of 
creation, being more concerned with our selfishness than seeing God’s gifts as a means of glorifying Him.  
As long as we live like this true love cannot not exist in the world. We cannot give ourselves to others or to 
another if our main concept of how to live is to take, not to give. This is the reason why for some people life 
is meaningless and frustrating.   

Jesus came to live as the Father wants us all to live. He sacrificed himself completely for others so that we 
could experience sacrificial love. He called us to use creation as the Father meant creation to be used. 
God’s plan for mankind could once more be put into effect since the Son of God became a man. Entrusted 
with creation, a man restores the world.   

In the visions of the fifth chapter of the Book of Revelation a book is brought out sealed with seven seals. 
The book is God’s plan for mankind. But the plan is sealed. “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?", a voice cries out.” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or 
to examine it. The visionary sheds many tears because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
examine it. But then one of the elders said, "Do not weep. The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, 
has triumphed, enabling him to open the scroll with its seven seals." Then the visionary saw standing in the 



midst of the throne and the four living creatures and the elders, a Lamb that seemed to have been slain. 
Only the Lamb was worthy to once more restore God’s plan for mankind. 

And John the Baptist saw Jesus and proclaimed, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.” The One who became a 
man was the Lamb slain for us. His death opened up the Book of God’s plan for mankind. He restored our 
life with God. He conquered sin. 

John the Baptist also said that Jesus is the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” Baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, we have been given the power of God to transform the world. We have been given the power to 
create a new world, a world with a new way of living, the way of sacrificial love. 

When we say or sing, “Lamb of God” we are remembering what Jesus did for us and what he has 
empowered us to do for others. We are remembering his sacrifice to make God’s love real on earth. We are 
reminding ourselves that joining Jesus in sacrificial love is the only way we can be his followers. 

John the Baptist found his reason for existence. He was to point out the Lamb of God to the world. His 
mission is the mission of every Christian. We are to point out the Lamb of God to the world.   

There is nothing greater that any of us can do in our lives than to reveal Christ to others, first to our children 
and then to all we encounter. 

John the Baptist was not a typical person of his time. He was extraordinary. It really was not John’s dress or 
diet or even his preaching that made him extraordinary, it was the fact that he found the purpose for his 
life.  He looked to Jesus and said, “There is the Lamb of God.”  

Our lives can also be extraordinary. May we have the courage, like John the Baptist, to reveal Christ to the 
world. May we join the Baptist in saying with our lives, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.”  

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

------------------ 

January the 18- 25 is The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – the octave of St. 
Peter and St. Paul. 

------------------ 

January 19th - World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

The Pope’s challenge: to “set aside every act of violence in thought, word and deed, whether against our 
neighbours or against God’s creation.” 
Prayer: O God of peace, who are peace itself and whom a spirit of discord cannot grasp, nor a violent mind 
receive, grant that those who are one in heart may persevere in what is good and that those in conflict may 
forget evil and so be healed.          Roman Missal 

------------------ 

Sunday January 19 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday January 21 Saint Agnes, Virgin, Martyr 

Friday January 24 Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop, Doctor 
Saturday January 25 The Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle Feast 

Sunday January 26 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sunday of the Word of God) 

------------------ 
Rachel’s Corner: “Who is a God like you, who removes guilt and pardons sin for the remnant of his 
inheritance; Who does not persist in anger forever, but instead delights in mercy, and will again have 
compassion on us, treading underfoot our iniquities? You will cast into the depths of the sea all our sins.”  
Micah 7:18-19 
Perhaps you have a hard time accepting that you can be forgiven for your role in the abortion decision; 
understanding that God sees you with love and mercy and wants you to be free of the burden you are 
carrying. Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat of Healing and see what that is all about. God is inviting 

you. Will you respond? info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 250-762-2273  rvwhitehorse@gmail.com 

mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
mailto:rvwhitehorse@gmail.com


Local News 

Your Prayers are asked for: all who are ill; the repose of souls of those departed and their families. 

• New: On Monday, Feb 3rd. Father Slawek will celebrate the 12:10 pm Mass at Sacred Heart for the 
repose of the soul of Eva Gratz, at the request of the Catholic Women’s League. Lunch will follow in the 
CYO Hall, all are welcome. 
 

• New: The Department of Justice has opened a Canada wide consultation in response to a Quebec court 
ruling in Sept. 2019 regarding MAID.  CONSULTATION ends on January 27th.   

 https://justice.survey-sondage.ca/f/s.aspx?s=6E6210A5-E100-4201-A55D-CFB52ADA1C0C 
 

• New: Fr. Marc will now be available @ OLV on Mondays 10-12 noon, 4-6 pm, & 7-8 pm; on Fridays 4–6 
pm. At other times he can be reached by telephone at 633-2647. 
 

• Taize at Whitehorse United Church: Sunday Jan. 19, at 7:30 pm. The next date is Feb. 16. www.taize.fr 
 

• 2020 Offertory Envelopes: are ready for pick up from the table at back of OLV. Please fill out the grey 
envelope at front of box with your full mailing address. CRA requires your full address on the 
receipt: no address = no receipt. If you if you do not have a box and would like one, please ask. 
 

• OLV Food Bank Outreach: At request of WFB, selection for January is Tomato Sauce 
 

• Please be considerate of others and park as close together as possible. Leaving an unnecessary ¾ of a 
vehicle space between vehicles means 3 vehicles take up 5 spaces so, some to have a long snowy walk.  
 

• Pastoral Care of the Sick: If you are hospitalized, please be sure to identify yourself as Catholic when 
being admitted. Family members are also asked to notify the clergy of shut-ins, hospitalized parishioners 
and those entering Continuing Care who would like Fr. Marc to visit. 
 

• To register your child or make enquiries for First Confession and First Communion classes, for 
Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, and Home Visits for parishioners Please contact Fr.  
Marc. 
 

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate and wipe your feet in the porch.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Heart Cathedral will soon 
have a new sound system. 

 
 
 

https://justice.survey-sondage.ca/f/s.aspx?s=6E6210A5-E100-4201-A55D-CFB52ADA1C0C
http://www.taize.fr/

