
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays Mon & Fri, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena, & Rosary, after Mass 

  Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 
Hospitality Committee: Joe Hanrath, Frank Hanrath; Liturgy: Pat Banks 

------------------ 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): For Grades 5 to 8, Fridays @, 7:00pm  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 February 16, 2020: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jesus said to 
his disciples: 
“Do not think 
that I have 
come to 
abolish the 
Law or the 
Prophets; I 
have come 
not to abolish 
but to fulfill.”
  Matthew 5. 17 

      Moses versus Jesus. Source: Catholic Ireland 

------------------ 

"Who is going to save our Church? Not our bishops, not our priests and religious. It is up to you, the 
people. You have the minds, the eyes, the ears to save the Church. Your mission is to see that your 
priests act like priests, your bishops, like bishops, and your religious act like religious.”  
           Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, before the Knights of Columbus, June of 1972.  



Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for February 169, 2020: Sixth Sunday of the Year 

Sirach 15:15-20; I Corinthians 2:6-10; Matthew 5:17-37  

(Originally published 2017)  

It’s clear from various parts of the Christian Scriptures that one of the main reasons people originally began 
to imitate Jesus’ dying and rising was that it gave them a freedom they’d never before experienced. 

Phycologists and psychiatrists frequently remind us that, on any given day, we rarely do anything which is 
totally free. Most of our actions – even our “religious” actions - are simply habitual, or performed either 
because we’re afraid of the consequences of doing the opposite, or because we want to maintain an image 
of ourselves which we’ve cultivated over the years. They’re far from being free. 

But such freedom didn’t begin with Christianity. At least two centuries before Jesus’ birth, the author of 
Sirach reminded his readers that their Jewish faith revolves around making free choices. “God has set 
before us,” he writes, “fire and water . . . life and death, good and evil, whatever we choose shall be given 
us.” We have at least some control over our lives. 

It’s important to remember that when Sirach originally penned these words about choice, he had no concept 
of an afterlife as we have today. The “life” he expected his readers to choose wasn’t an eternal life in 
heaven; it was a “new and improved” life right here and now. Our earthly lives will become fulfilled and 
meaningful only if we make the choices Yahweh expects and wants us to make. 

Yet, as Paul reminds his Corinthian community, it isn’t the easiest thing in the world to find out what God 
really wants us to do. Obviously not everyone who claims to know God’s mind actually knows it. According to 
the Apostle, the “rulers of this age” certainly have no inkling of God’s will. Unlike the risen Jesus, they’re 
leading us away, not toward God’s “mysterious, hidden wisdom.” That’s why it’s essential for other Christs to 
have Jesus’ Spirit. His Spirit alone makes our mind one with God’s mind, leading us to look at everyone and 
everything around us from a unique perspective – God’s perspective. 

Matthew is dealing with a community which, as Jews, believed they understood God’s mind long before they 
came in contact with Jesus. But that encounter turned everything upside down. That seems to be behind 
Jesus’ assurance, “I have come not to abolish but to fulfill the law and the prophets.” There was nothing 
wrong with what they did before; Jesus is simply taking them to a new level. He’s concerned not with the 
afterlife, but with the here and now of entering “the kingdom of heaven:” of experiencing God working 
effectively in their daily, humdrum lives. To pull that off they have to freely choose to go beyond the 613 
Laws of Moses. 

When Matthew’s Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said . . .,” he’s quoting one of those covenant 
regulations. But in each case, he takes his followers beyond the usual interpretation of that particular 
regulation, giving it a new meaning, one that surpasses the “righteousness” of even those “super-Jews:” the 
scribes and Pharisees. His disciples, for instance, are not only to avoid physical murder, they’re to renounce 
even the psychological murder of someone that comes from verbally abusing them. 

Modern moral theologians often remind us that God will eventually judge us only on the things we freely 
chose to do. Whatever we did out of force or fear – like going to Mass on Sunday because our parents gave 
us no other choice – will play no role in our eternal future. The historical (and risen) Jesus certainly wants us 
to make free choices, choices which will not only get us into heaven one day, but will even now enable us to 
experience the heaven that’s already around us.  

COPYRIGHT 2020 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

Reproduced by kind permission of Fr. Karban and Fosil 
------------------ 

Msgr. Joe's Homily for Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time:  

Clean the Inside of the Cup First 

Today’s readings speak about the interior life of the committed follower of Jesus Christ. They make it clear 
that God sees within our hearts. As His people, we have to do far more than attend Mass on Sundays, 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/021620.cfm


receive the sacraments and say daily prayers. As Christians, we have to be certain that our exterior actions 
reflect our interior attitudes.  

The first reading from the Book of Sirach tells us that we are engulfed with the mercy and love of God. He is 
all around us, and in us. He knows what is going on within us. He gives us a choice: choose Him or reject 
Him. If we reject Him, we die. If we choose Him, we live. 

We are reminded that we are not slaves. We are heirs to the Kingdom. We are sons and daughters of God. 
Every person has dignity. Every one of us is chosen by God. We cannot sacrifice the freedom we have in 
Jesus Christ to the evil of the world. We cannot allow ourselves to be enslaved by sin. Jesus came to free us 
from sin.     

But how can we avoid sin? Well, the obvious answer is to avoid occasions of sin, people who would lead us 
into sin, or places that we, people of the Light, do not belong--including the dark alleys of the internet.    

Today’s readings tell us to go deeper than just avoiding occasions of sin. They tell us that God sees what is 
going on within us. We have to do all we can to be sure that we treasure His presence within us.  

If there is evil in our minds, then evil actions will follow. Let me be clear, I am not speaking about those 
things that flash through our minds, the things that we get rid of with a quick prayer, “Jesus, have mercy on 
me a sinner". Those quick nasty flashes are part of being a human. They are not the problem.  

The real problem comes when we entertain evil thoughts. People, sadly, do this. People spend time plotting 
out how they can do this or that to or with another person. Men and women, guys and girls in high school 
and college, talk about people as sex objects. They consider how they can take advantage of another 
person, using them for their own desires be they sexual desires, or how they can take advantage of others to 
get better grades, or to exploit in any way. People entertain bad thoughts when they plot out what they want 
to happen during or after a party. People entertain bad thoughts when they consider how they can get back 
at someone. When people are malicious, their evil flows from within them. 

We cannot tolerate hypocrites. We are disgusted with hypocrites. And we are disgusted with ourselves when 
we are hypocrites. We cannot stand ourselves when we create an external personage that is very different 
than the person we really are. We are repulsed by our thoughts when we give ourselves over to plotting sin. 

Jesus speaks about this in today's Gospel. He tells us to clean up our act on the inside so that our external 
actions are not hypocritical but a true reflection of whom we are. It is not enough to avoid hurting another 
person, we cannot hate anybody. Evil actions come from hate. Recently, some in our society have given 
credence to hate. We need to fight against this. We Christians are people of Jesus Christ, Love Become 
Flesh. Those who foster hate are anti-Christs.  

How does this happen?  How does evil gain such power?  Evil gains power when people refuse to fight off 
hatred in their own lives.  

This is what Jesus means when he says that unless our holiness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, we will not enter the Kingdom of God. We need to fight off any tendency we have to evil, be that 
hatred, or lust, or avarice, or jealousy. We can't be pretending we're pure when we are considering using 
others for sex. We cannot be making believe we love another person if we just want to have sex with him or 
her. We cannot say that we are doing our best to live as Christians, when we are planning to get drunk next 
Friday. We cannot say that we are followers of Jesus Christ if we foster any kind of hatred within us.  

We cannot be two faced. We have to say what we mean. My mentor and our dearly departed pastor, Fr. 
John LaTondress, used to say, “My life is an open book. I have no secrets. What you see is what you 
get.” We all need to say that. This is what Jesus means when he says, “let your yes mean yes and your no 
mean no.” We shouldn’t need to take oaths to prove our righteousness. We just need to be honest with 
ourselves as well as with others.  

God peers into the depths of our souls. He knows where evil lurks. He also knows how hard we are trying to 
destroy evil within us. Every day we pray for His help that we might fight against evil. That is what we mean 
when at the end of the Lord’s Prayer we say, “Deliver us from evil.” For the worst evil in the world is also the 
one evil that we can defeat. The worst evil in the world is the evil within us. Deliver us, Lord, from evil. 

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 



The Pope’s Prayer Intention for February 2020: Listen to the Migrants’ Cries 

We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may be 
heard and considered. 

------------------ 

 

• Bishop Vila would like to share the wonderful news that Bernardo Cerpa Retamoso will be ordained a 
priest in the Diocese of Arequipa on February 22, 2020. Bernardo came to our Diocese as a seminarian 
and served here from May 2017 to January 2019. He spent most of his time at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Parish in Fort Nelson, BC. We wish him many blessings in his new vocation. Please keep him in your 
prayers and we hope he will someday come back to the Diocese of Whitehorse! 

------------------ 

Local News 

Your Prayers are asked for: all who are ill; the repose of souls of those departed and their families. 

 

*** During Mass on Saturday February 15 and Sunday February 16, Fr. Marc 
will offer the Sacrament of the Sick to those who would like to be anointed. *** 

 

*** Ash Wednesday, February 26: Mass at OLV and distribution of Ashes will 
be at 7.00 pm. *** 

 

• New: The Knights of Columbus invite everyone to their 49th Annual Sourdough Pancake 
Breakfast. Sat, Feb 22 & Sun, Feb 23, 8:00am-12:00pm. CYO Hall, 4th & Steele. The tradition continues! 
 

• New: Whitehorse Right to Life: The 40 Days for Life prayer campaign is happening from February 
26th to April 5th, 2020 (Lenten season). Please spread the word amongst your friends and family, and 
within your church communities. This has proved to be a very powerful campaign in the defense of 
women and unborn children. You can also check out the Daily Devotionals here, and here is a 40 Days 
for Life promotional video which includes the history of this campaign (USA - 6min30sec) Poster p 6. 
 

• New: The ecumenical World Day of Prayer 2020 service will be hosted by Whitehorse United Church 
on Friday March 6, time TBA. More information to follow. This year the focus country is Zimbabwe. 
 

• DAVID WELLS, Catholic Catechist:  
 David Wells is a catechist and author who regularly speaks at conferences throughout the world. He will 

speak at Vanier, Learning Commons Saturday Feb 29 9.00 am – .2.30 pm, lunch included. 
 This is open to parents, parishioners, and any interested people who want to know more about the 

purpose of Catholic education. For more information brochures are available at the back of the church. 
 

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate and wipe your feet in the 
porch. The church is cleaned by a volunteer so while it doesn’t take you long to wipe your footwear on 
the porch carpet and use the broom to brush off snow, it takes time to remove dirt from the floor. We also 
often have salt on the concrete for your safety but if it is not removed from the soles of your shoes/boots, 
it can damage the carpet and it will pit our newly waxed floor that recently cost OLV $700. Your 
thoughtfulness is appreciated. 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/resources-devotionals.aspx
https://vimeo.com/242970056
https://vimeo.com/242970056


• Taize at Whitehorse United Church: Feb. 16 @ 7.30 pm. www.taize.fr. Next date March 15. 
  
• Fr. Marc will now be available @ OLV on Mondays 10-12 noon, 4-6 pm, & 7-8 pm; on Fridays 4–6 pm. At 

other times he can be reached by telephone at 633-2647. 
 

• 2020 Offertory Envelopes: are ready for pick up from the table at back of OLV. If you have moved in 
2019 & we don’t have your new address, your tax receipts will be invalid! CRA requires your full 
address on the receipt. If you do not have a box and would like one, please ask. 
 

• OLV Food Bank Outreach: At request of WFB, selection for February is still Tomato Sauce 
 

• Please be considerate of others and park as close together as possible. Leaving an unnecessary ¾ of a 
vehicle space between vehicles means 3 vehicles take up 5 spaces so, some to have a long snowy walk.  
 

• Pastoral Care of the Sick: If you are hospitalized, please be sure to identify yourself as Catholic when 
being admitted. Family members are also asked to notify the clergy of shut-ins, hospitalized parishioners 
and those entering Continuing Care who would like Fr. Marc to visit. 
 

• To register your child or make enquiries for First Confession and First Communion classes, for 
Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, and Home Visits for parishioners Please contact Fr.  
Marc. 
 

------------------ 
 

 

Adam on the first Valentine’s Day? 

http://www.taize.fr/


 


