
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

Reconciliation: 30 minutes before Mass. 

Mass Times: 1st Mass of Sunday: Saturday, 7.00 pm. Sunday, 10.00 am. Weekdays except Wed, 6.00 pm 

Monday: Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena, & Rosary, after Mass 

  Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OLOV Parish Council: 
President: Fr. Marc, Chair: Joe Hanrath, Secretary: Carol Vanderbyl, Treasurer: vacant,  

Council Members: Frank Hanrath 
Meetings will now be 1st Monday @ 2.30 pm. Next meeting? 
Finance Committee: Fr. Marc Lalonde, Pat Banks, vacant 

Music: Saturday, Theresa Han; Sunday, Pauline Paton; Liturgy: Pat Banks; Food Bank: Kristie Kanary 
 

Knights of Columbus: meetings are 7.00 pm, 2nd Wed CYO Hall. Contact Domagoj Pehar, 332-0835 
Catholic Women’s League: meetings 7.00 pm, 2nd Tues, CYO Hall. Contact Carol Vanderbyl, 633-5348 
Sacred Heart Edge Youth Group (Youth on Fire): For Grades 5 to 8, Fridays Dec 6 & 13, 7:00pm at CYO  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 December 1, 2019: 1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 
He will wield authority over 
the nations and adjudicate 
between many peoples; 
these will hammer their 
swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
        Isaiah 2 

            
 
 
 
 

Let Us Beat Our Swords into Plowshares 
Artist: Evgeniy Viktorovich Vuchetich (1908-1974) 
Source: http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/ 



Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for December 1: 1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44  

(originally published 2016)  

Biblical followers of God live in the middle of the tension between what’s actually happening in their lives 
right now and what they expect to happen in the future.  

Over the centuries some religious leaders have been accused of focusing their people’s eyes so intently on 
the future that they conveniently ignored the painful here and now of their daily lives, a here and now they 
should – and could – have changed. They didn’t lift a finger, for instance, to help eradicate slavery. They 
simply taught that there’d be no slaves in heaven. 

The prophet First Isaiah could never be blamed for employing that maneuver to avoid responsibility for the 
world’s problems. Though in today’s first reading he speaks about an ideal future, he was active during a 
period in biblical history in which no one believed in an after-life as we do today. Isaiah’s ideal future was 
restricted to the confines of this life. 

That’s why the prophet is so concrete when he speaks about that longed-for future. “They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares,” he proclaims, “and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the 
sword against another.” There’s no eternal bliss waiting for anyone in heaven. We can only hope for peace 
and tranquility right here and now. 

Yet there’s a condition for acquiring this peace and tranquility. We must be open to hearing God instructing 
us in his paths and walk in his ways. The problem is that some people hear God’s word and carry it out, 
while others go through life without even noticing the path God expects them to travel. Our sacred authors 
presume this awareness – or lack of it - effects both our here and now and our future. But the question 
remains: why do some hear while others don’t? 

It’s clear from today’s gospel pericope that the early Christian community frequently reflected on that same 
question. Though Matthew projects this query into the future Parousia – Jesus’ Second Coming – many 
Scripture scholars believe this passage originally revolved around the situation many Christians 
encountered in their daily lives. How come two people from the same background – even the same family – 
have different reactions to Jesus’ message? Two men will be in the field, two women grinding at the same 
mill; one will be taken by Jesus, the other won’t. The only way to explain it is that one was awake to what 
was happening around him or her; the other wasn’t. 

Just as someone pre-warned that a robber was going to hit their house tonight “would . . . stay awake and 
not let his house be broken into,” so we’ve been pre-warned that the Son of Man is coming, not only in his 
Parousia, but also in our day by day lives. Psychologists often mention that unless we’re actually looking for 
someone or something, we won’t recognize them when they actually arrive. Staying awake is key to 
carrying on the risen Jesus’ ministry. 

That appears to be one of the reasons Paul zeros in on the same theme in today’s Romans passage. “It is 
the hour now for you to awake from sleep,” he writes, “for our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed.” Scripture scholars point out that biblical salvation isn’t just something which will start after our 
physical deaths; it also begins right now, whenever we die to ourselves, “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provisions for the desires of the flesh.” 

As other Christs we’re expected to challenge the same unjust situations the historical Jesus challenged. 
Those who believe everything in this world is just going along hunky dory have obviously forgotten to set 
their alarm clocks.  

COPYRIGHT 2019 - ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

 Reproduced by kind permission of Fr. Karban and FOSIL 

------------------ 

“Nobody said that the search for a lasting peace, a peace that is based on justice, would be easy, 
but that does not mean that we should not go on trying.”        Bishop Fortich of the Philippines 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/120119.cfm


Msgr. Joe's Homily for First Sunday of Advent: Commit to the Kingdom! 

This is the first Sunday of the new liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent. This year we return to the A 
cycle of readings, with the gospel focus mostly on the Gospel of Matthew. For those who read the daily 
readings, they are now from Year 1. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks. This is from the first reading of 
Advent, the second chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

At the end of World War II, the nations of the world decided that an international organization could best 
prevent war, and the United Nations was established. Since that time, the United States has fought in 
Korea, Vietnam, Kuwait, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan, just to mention the main conflicts. War has 
continued in the East between Israel and the various Moslem leaders and continues in various areas of 
Africa and South America. In the area of preventing war, the United Nations has not been very successful. 

This is because we have fallen into the misconception that our world is capable of finding lasting peace on 
its own. That is not possible. The time of peace, justice and love cannot take place apart from the King of 
justice, peace and love, Jesus Christ. The angels proclaimed that this kingdom has begun with Jesus’ first 
coming in Bethlehem, “Glory to God on the highest and peace to his people on earth.” But it will not be 
complete until His Second Coming at the end of time.  

We need to be prepared for the Second Coming of the Lord. “Wake from sleep,” Paul tells the 
Romans. “Stay awake,” Jesus says in the apocalyptical section of Matthew. We must be prepared for the 
Day of the Lord.  

Jesus gives the example of the people of Noah’s day. Many of these people weren't ready in the days 
immediately before the flood. They were too busy with their lives to be concerned about God's will and his 
Way. The gospel reading does not say that the people of Noah's day prior to the flood were evil, it just says 
that they were unconcerned.   

It is fashionable, politically correct in a religious sense, to speak about people who do not worship as being 
unchurched. Well, in most of the United States, people who do not worship are not just unchurched; they 
are unconcerned. They just don't care about the existence of God or their obligation to reverence him not 
just in a Church but in their lives. During Advent we pray for these people. We pray that many of them will 
be touched by the grace of Christmas and come and join us on Christmas Day. If we are blessed with their 
presence, we need to welcome them. We need to let all our visitors, be they just coming down to see 
grandchildren or grandparents, or be they people who come to Church once or twice a year, we need to let 
all our visitors know that we treasure their presence. They need to know that the people they are sitting next 
to, you folks, want them to be members of our parish family. That is doing the work of the Kingdom. 

“Don’t get caught napping,” the Gospel says. The Lord will come to complete his restoration of creation to 
God’s original plan. How will he find us?  What will he find me doing when I least expect his arrival? What 
will he find you doing?   

Hopefully, he will find us spreading his Kingdom.    

Allow me to be mystical here. Every act of kindness and love, every sacrifice of self for another, is a small 
step in the transformation of the world into the Kingdom of God. Conversely, every act of hatred, every act 
of selfishness, strengthens the power of evil that is destroying our world. The Battle for the Lord is not 
something that will take place many years from now. It is a battle that we are engaged in right now and right 
here. We need to be part of this.  We need to commit. 

We are not Christians because we say we are Christians. We are not Christians because we have been 
baptized and receive the sacraments. We are Christians because we have put on Jesus Christ and work 
hard to make his ways, our ways. We are Christians because we are open to the transformation the Lord 
wishes to make in our lives. We are Christians because we are determined to be the reflection of God’s love 
that he created us to be. 

We need to commit. If we are committed to Christianity, then Christmas will be a reflection of the Lord’s 
presence in our lives. If we use the Christmas holidays as an opportunity to bury the hatchet and reconcile 



with those who have hurt us, if we look for ways to be more loving to others, especially those within our 
homes, then we will be engaged in the Lord’s battle against evil. 

We need to commit. 

There are times that preachers call people to the altar to establish a personal relationship with the Lord. 
This is a good thing.  But the commitment to the Lord has deeper implications than that which is personal. 
The commitment to the Lord has a mystical element of being part of the transformation of the world Jesus 
initiated at his birth.    

Christianity is not just a faith. It is the lifestyle of transformation. We have been called to take our part in the 
transformation of the world from the terrors that exist right now to that ideal of Isaiah’s prophecy: the 
mountain of the Lord, the time of peace. 

Only Jesus Christ is the solution to the difficulties of the world.   He is the Prince of Peace.  And his time is 
now. 

            “So,” we are told, “Stay awake, be prepared,” for the Son of Man is coming. 

            We are called to participate in the ultimate victory of Christ the King. 

            May we have the courage to be Christian. 

This material is used with permission of its author, Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Diocese of St. Petersburg, FL 

------------------ 

Michel de Verteuil Lectio Divina with the Sunday Gospels – Year A 

This passage comprises several teachings of Jesus, all on the general theme of waiting. However, each 
teaching forms a unit on its own, so begin by identifying which section you want to meditate on. 

Verses 37 to 39 describe what happens ‘when the Son of Man comes’, the story of the Flood being the 
model. Make sure you get the precise point of the teaching. It is not that the people were bad or immoral – 
that is not the point Jesus is making. He is stressing only the suddenness and unexpectedness of the 
coming. 
Verses 40 & 41 are another description of the coming but the point here is quite different: it is the 
indiscriminate way in which some are taken and some left. Be creative in interpreting the meaning of ‘taken’ 
and ‘left’, starting of course from your experience. 

Verses 42 and 44 are two exhortations of Jesus; they are nearly identical although the metaphor in each is 
slightly different – ‘stay awake’ in vs. 42 and ‘stand ready’ in vs. 44. The stress is slightly different in each 
too, ‘you do not know’ in vs. 42 and ‘an hour you do not expect’ in vs. 44. In your meditation be faithful to 
the exact text. 

Verse 43 is a parable which you should take on its own. Enter into the parable as it stands, in particular the 
metaphor of the burglar who breaks through the wall of the house. Your meditation will help you feel for this 
image of God’s unexpected coming. 

------------------- 

What is Lectio Divina? Have you ever wanted to learn to mediate on Sacred Scripture? Free access video 
by Brant Pitre, 17.50 mins, and transcript at: https://catholicproductions.com/blogs/blog/lectio-divina  

------------------ 

Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the 
First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time 
when, by remembrance of this minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s 
Second Coming at the end’ of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of 
devout and expectant delight.  
Each Gospel reading has a distinctive theme:  
First Sunday — the Lord’s coming at the end of time,  
Second & Third — John the Baptist,  
Fourth — events immediately preparatory to the Lord’s birth. 

https://catholicproductions.com/blogs/blog/lectio-divina


 

Advent Meditation / Joy and pain of anticipation 

For most of us, waiting for Christmas is a cosily familiar routine. In the first of her reflections for Advent, 
Theodora Hawksley reminds us it can also be a time of terrifying uncertainty. 

AS A CHILD, Christmas meant car journeys. Most years we would make the long trip up from 
Hertfordshire to Cumbria, where my grandparents lived in a house in the woods at the top of a hill. I loved 
these journeys. Packed into the car with bags and dogs, we drove through the countryside in the dark, 
warm and secure, waiting for the familiar landmarks that told us we were nearing our destination: 
the sign for the South Lakes, the long drystone wall, the “Toads crossing” road sign. 

More than once, I remember looking out of the car window over dark hedgerows at the winter sun setting, 
red and dramatic, and wondering: what if that was the second coming of Jesus, happening away over 
there? What would it be like? What would happen to all of us? 

For all that the readings at the end of the Church’s year try to shock us into this end-times mindset, Advent 
is a journey we know well. The days of December flash past like scenes glimpsed from the window of a car 
in which we are warmly cocooned, anticipating with eagerness or dread the familiar landmarks: the end of 
the school term, doing the Christmas cards, squirreling out that box of decorations in the loft. 

We do know the day and the hour, and time will convey us there without our bestirring ourselves. If we are 
reminded of the second coming of Christ, it is like being confronted with a John Martin picture, a distant 
drama of fireball that seems to bear little relation to us beyond a wondering, “What if?” 

This week’s readings encourage us to place ourselves before an image of the end, and prepare ourselves 
for the coming of the Son of Man. Sermons on the subject often end up like an exhortation from an 
eschatological episode of Dad’s Army: we are reminded that all this might happen any minute, and that we 
ought to have our kit well-maintained at all times. 

But the truth is that it is very difficult to maintain ourselves in a state of constant readiness. The New 
Testament itself bears witness to the changing shape of the Church’s waiting, first expecting that Christ’s 
return was imminent, and then, as years and decades passed, adjusting and reinterpreting, stretching and 
yawning. Eventually, even emergency becomes routine. 

This is why the Church has seasons of repentance and preparation: she knows that our wills are weak and 
our concentration spans are short, and that most of us are better at short bursts than the long haul. This, 
too, is the source of the long tradition of meditating on our mortality, or “keeping death daily before our 
eyes”, as the Rule of St Benedict has it. Even if Christ delays, death will come to each of us, and we do not 
know the day or the hour: cultivating this awareness can help us to grow in holiness. 

But there is another way, too. The Advent of the Sunday readings this week is not the Advent of the drowsy 
car journey. This is the Advent of terrifying insecurity, of the bang on the door in the middle of the night, of 
the raid and the rendition: one will be taken, one will be left. This Advent arrives not at the end, when we 
have crossed off all the days on the calendar, but in the middle, as the dramatic interruption of a sentence 
that is counting ever upwards. 

This may be remote from our own experience, but it is very close to the experience of people not far from 
us: to people who have fled the terror of political and religious oppression; to detained asylum seekers, who 
must count up their days in detention without any release date in sight; to people trafficked into slavery – an 
estimated 13,000 in the UK. 

By coming close to their suffering, listening to their experiences of insecurity and fear, and the waiting that 
wastes hope and health, we will learn something about the God who breaks into such suffering as liberator 
and deliverer, and learn what it means to long for his coming. 

Theodora Hawksley is responsible for social and environmental programming at the London Jesuit Centre 

 

 



Pope’s Prayer Intention for December: 

The Future of the Very Young: 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the 

very young, especially those who are suffering. 

Reflection by Fr. Henry Shea, SJ: Shortly after my ordination I was missioned by the Jesuits to England 
for doctoral studies. There are few British winter traditions more famous than the service of Lessons and 
Carols held on Christmas Eve at Kings College Cambridge and broadcast throughout the country on the 
BBC. Since 1919 the choir at Kings College has opened this service with the same hymn, “Once in Royal 
David’s City,” the simple lyrics of which speak to the profound paradox of the mystery of Christmas. “He 
came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all. / And his shelter was a stable, and His cradle 
was a stall. / With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.”  

By the mystery of the Incarnation, God became a little child. There are few religious scenes more moving 
and tender than the infant Jesus in the arms of his mother. The Lord of all, now weak and vulnerable, is 
enwrapped in the loving care of Mary.  

The same Mary is not only our mother but also our model. So many children throughout the world today, 
likewise weak and vulnerable, are also subject to poverty, injustice, and violence. In them Christ comes to us 
anew, albeit in “distressing disguise.” As we enjoy the beauty of Christmas creches and hear the old, familiar 
carols, let us pray that these venerable traditions may really move us to become more like Mary, to set aside 
our own interests and preoccupations to tend to those of Christ, the Christ who beckons us to care for the 
vulnerable and needy among us, prioritizing the “very young, especially those who are suffering.” 

------------------ 

Quotes: 

Peace and international stability are incompatible with … the fear of mutual destruction or the threat 
of total annihilation.        Pope Francis in Nagasaki last Sunday. 
 
“Think of yourselves as little tools in the Lord’s creative hands.” Pope Francis speaking to Thailand’s 
small missionary community last week, 

 “Jesus certainly wouldn’t have got a visa [to enter the UK], unless we’re particularly short of 
carpenters.” The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, speaking at the CBI business conference. 

------------------ 

Saturday, December 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor 

------------------ 

Rachel’s Corner 
I am so happy I have been able to receive Communion after so many years! I am not more than God to 
not forgive myself and I need to learn to see myself as God does.”                                       -Testimonial  

Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat and let God show you how He sees you, loves you and wants to 
restore you to the person He created you to be.            

Contact: info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com or 250-762-2273 www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 
For local information email: rvwhitehorse@gmail.com 

Your Prayers are asked for: 

The return to good health of Gerry Whitley, and Lidwien Hanrath,  

mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/
mailto:rvwhitehorse@gmail.com


Local News 

Christmas Mass times at Our Lady of Victory 

Christmas Vigil Mass, Tuesday, December 24 @ 10.30 pm; join us for mince tarts afterwards. 

Christmas Day Mass, Wednesday 25 @ 10.00 am 

• New: It was agreed some years ago by the Permanent Council that the National Day of Prayer in 
Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples be celebrated on 12 December, the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. The message was drafted and approved by the CCCB 
Indigenous Council, as well as reviewed by the Executive Committee in accordance with its earlier 
agreement with the Indigenous Council. Please see attachment. 
 

• New: Continuing Care Ecumenical Carol Service, Tuesday, December 17, 1.30 pm @ Whistle 
Bend Place. In conjunction with Continuing Care and other churches in Whitehorse, OLV will again be 
arranging this happy time for residents of our Care Homes. Although it has previously been held at OLV 
to fulfill the original intent of allowing residents a time to celebrate in song in a church; this year we have 
a change of location. Bus transportation limits the number who could participate so we will be relocating 
to Whistle Bend Place since it is the largest home and will allow many more residents to enjoy the event.  
Clergy from many different church communities will be participating in the service of carol singing and 
readings from Scripture. Please see attached poster. 
 

• New: Blue Christmas Service: Do you have a hard time at Christmas? Whitehorse United Church is 
having a Blue Christmas Service on December 1st

 @ 7 PM. The Blue Christmas Service is a service of 
understanding and quiet hope. All are welcome. 
 

• New: Cookie Walk: Saturday Dec 7th Opens at 10 am, Lewis Hall, Whitehorse United Church. Closes 
when everything is sold. 
 

• New: Braeburn Camp will enter a float in the City of Whitehorse Winter Parade Saturday, December 
7th, 4.00 pm. Anyone who would like to, join them on float or walking beside it is invited to participate. 
 

• New: Christmas Lights, house tours: Friday Dec 13th & Sat Dec 14th. Organised by WUC, please see 
attached poster. 
 

• New: Braeburn Camp would still like Canadian Tire Dollars, they can be dropped off at WUC office. 
 

• New: Next Taize Service at Whitehorse United Church will be Sunday December 15 at 7:30. More info 
at www.taize.fr For local information, do not hesitate to contact Michelle at mpedwards55@gmail.com   
 

• New: OLV Whitehorse Food Bank, Food of the Month. The November selection is items to help with 
Christmas dinner: boxes of dressing mix, cranberry sauce, gravy mix etc. Thank you. 
 

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion - A Refresher Training is being offered on Tuesday, 
December 10th at 7pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral for those EMHCs who did their initial training in 
January - February 2017. If you haven't already, please confirm your attendance by contacting the 
Diocese of Whitehorse office at 667-2052 or executiveassistant@whitehorsediocese.ca 
 

• The Whitehorse Community Choir invites everyone to join us for our Christmas Concert. ‘Tis the 
Season.’ Fri. Dec 6 & Sat. Dec 7 at the Yukon Arts Centre 8pm both evenings. Tickets are available at 
the Arts Centre box office or www.yukontickets.com 
 

• Now that we are in snow season, please be considerate of others and park as close together as 
possible. We have a large parking lot, but leaving an unnecessary ¾ of a vehicle space between you and 
the next vehicle means 3 vehicles take up 5 spaces leaving some to have a long walk through the snow. 
 

• Sunday Missals for the new Liturgical Year A, are now available at OLV. $6.00 each 

http://www.taize.fr/
mailto:mpedwards55@gmail.com
mailto:executiveassistant@whitehorsediocese.ca
http://www.yukontickets.com/


• Pastoral Care of the Sick: If you are hospitalized, please be sure to identify yourself as Catholic when 
being admitted. Family members are also asked to notify the clergy of shut-ins, hospitalized parishioners 
and those entering Continuing Care who would like Fr. Marc to visit. 
 

• To register your child or make enquiries for First Confession and First Communion classes, for 
Baptismal and other Sacramental Preparation, and Home Visits for parishioners Please contact Fr. 
Marc. 

• A big Thank You to those who clean our church. Please be considerate and wipe your feet in the porch.  

Do You Know how many times the Bible has been translated? 

If Aramaic was good enough for Jesus … oh, wait.  

According to some sources, the entire Bible has been translated into 670 languages. The New 
Testament alone is available in 1,500 languages approximately, and at least one portion of the whole 
Scripture (that is, one book, one psalm, or a fragment from either the Old or the New Testaments) has 
been translated into more than 3,000 languages. 

If you think that’s a lot of translations, consider this: 3,000 is in fact a bit less than half of all the 
languages currently being spoken in the world. Now, out of those living 7,097 languages, only around 
4,000 have developed a writing system, meaning there is still room for, let’s say, 1,000 more 
translations of the Bible into some other languages. That’s good news for translators. 

Biblical translations were first required around the year 3 BC, as Alexandrian Jews had assumed 
Greek, the lingua franca of the day, as their first language, leaving Hebrew aside. Sometimes called 
“the Greek Old Testament,” this very first translation is better known as The Septuagint, and is even 
quoted in the New Testament (in the Pauline Epistles in particular. 

 

 

 



 

 

ECUMENICAL CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE  

‘Joy to the World’ 

Come sing with us on 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2019 

1.30 – 3.30 PM at 

Whistle Bend Place 

Our Lady of Victory parish, in conjunction with Continuing Care, invites 

you to celebrate Christmas with residents of Whistle Bend Place and 

Copper Ridge Place. 

Friends and family are welcome to join us and pastors from many  other 

churches in town for a friendly time of singing and hearing Scripture. 
 

NB: Participation of Copper Ridge Place residents is subject to Continuing Care travel 

restrictions if temperature drops to -25C but the event will still go ahead at Whistle 

Bend Place. 
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