
Our Lady of  Victory Church 

1607 Birch Street,  Whitehorse YT,  Y1A  3X1         Ph: 867-633-2647 

Bishop: Most Reverend Héctor Vila, DD; Pastor: Fr. Marc Lalonde 

 Our Lady of Victory parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse, Canada 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Pre registration is still required for Saturday and Sunday Masses. 
This is a weekly obligation for all and failure to do this makes extra work for others so please be 
considerate. Drop-ins must register on site. For 7.00 pm Saturday or 10.00 am Sunday Mass, please pre 
register by e-mailing olov.whitehorse@gmail.com  Weekday Masses require self registration on site.  

Note: There will be no 6.00 pm Wednesday Mass @ OLV on August 5th. 
The SHC 5.00 pm Saturday Mass will be available on: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTLpdEQBFzvybDXnlEMYqwg 
also on Roman Catholic Diocese of Whitehorse Facebook Page 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

August 2, 2020 Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 
 

In order to fully understand the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes, 
you have to put yourself in a first 
century Jewish context. 
Remember Matthew was writing 
for a mostly Jewish audience and 
all would have been familiar with 
a famous miracle in the Old 
Testament. In 2 Kings 4. 42-44, 
Elisha performs a parallel miracle.  

Moses, Elijah and Elisha are the 
miracle workers in the Old 
Testament. In this miracle Elisha 
multiplies loaves of bread so that 
many could eat, and he also had 
some left over. The difference is 
that Elisha had 20 loaves and fed 
100 men whereas Jesus had 5 
loaves and fishes to feed 5,000 
men plus women and children. 

What would be the significance of the similarity to a first century Jew? Mathew’s Jesus is not just 
the son of David, the son of Abraham; he is also a new Elisha, but greater. Matthew often refers to 
Jesus as ‘greater than’ – Jesus said: “…something greater than the temple is here” Matthew 12,6b; 
“…something greater than Solomon is here” Matthew 12.42c. In the same way, Jesus is greater 
than Elisha because he feeds more people with less food. 

This was a sign of the prophetic identity of Jesus that far surpassed the prophetic powers of Elisha 
who had more prophetic power of the spirit than his predecessor Elijah did. 

Illustration: Stained glass from Saint James the Greater Catholic Church (Concord, North Carolina) 
Artist: Unknown Source: Wikimedia 

mailto:olov.whitehorse@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTLpdEQBFzvybDXnlEMYqwg
https://www.facebook.com/RomanCatholicDioceseofWhitehorse/


Fr. Roger Karban’s essay for Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 

It's a shame many who listen to today's well–known gospel pericope won't get the message Matthew 
originally intended us to get. To hear what the evangelist expected us to hear, we must point out two 
frequently overlooked elements in this passage. 

First, this miracle, like all gospel bread miracles, is about the Eucharist. (In John 6 Jesus even institutes the 
Eucharist during the miracle, not at the Last Supper.) It's the only miracle narrated in all four gospels — a 
total of six times. The early Christian community was convinced that what happened that day had 
something to do with their celebrations of the breaking of bread. 

Second, Jesus doesn't feed the people; his disciples do. He only insists, “Give them some food yourselves,” 
then blesses their small collection of bread and fish, and finally returns the paltry fare “to the disciples, who 
in turn gave them to the crowds.” Because of his followers' generous sharing of their food, “all ate and were 
satisfied.” 

When Scripture scholars talk about a biblical Eucharist, they certainly don't have today's celebration of 
“Mass” in mind: an event in which a liturgically attired and officially ordained man enters a specially 
constructed “sacred space,” and recites specific words over elements of bread and wine, transforming them 
into Jesus' body and blood. 

We know from I Corinthians 11 that when Jesus' first followers gathered to celebrate the Lord's Supper they 
simply shared a potluck meal during which their recognition of themselves and one another as the body of 
Christ also caused them to recognize the risen Jesus in the bread and wine they consumed. This 
recognition only happened because they died enough to become one with everyone around them. They 
literally gave themselves on various levels to one another. 

The heart of a biblical Eucharist doesn't lie in special words or special people reciting them, it revolves 
around a special giving of themselves by all who participate in this exceptional meal. That's why today's 
gospel Jesus is forced to overcome his disciples' logical complaint that they don't have enough to share. 

That leads us to the next question: what do any of us have that we can share with others during the Lord's 
Supper? The vast majority of us aren't professional theologians, musicians or counselors, and since we no 
longer participate in a potluck meal, we can't even share our favorite recipes. 

It would be helpful if our parishes at least had dialogue homilies and open Prayers of the Faithful. But no 
liturgical regulation can stop us from being totally open to all around us. Those who receive such a 
personal, generous gift know what Deutero–Isaiah is talking about when he quotes Yahweh encouraging 
those “who are thirsty to come to the water! You who have no money, come, receive grain and eat!” There's 
no charge. We have no idea what basic needs we fulfill when we simply give ourselves enough to make all 
feel welcome. 

No wonder Paul is so convinced that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. He knew nothing can 
separate us from the love of the Body of Christ, present and giving during the Eucharist. 

(Originally published 2017) COPYRIGHT 2020 - Estate of ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN  

NB: I was in error last week pb; the accreditation for Roger’s July 26 essay should have read:  

(Originally published 2014; this Sunday was supplanted by a feast day in 2017) 

COPYRIGHT 2020 - Estate of ROGER VERMALEN KARBAN 

This essay comes to you from FOSIL, The Faithful of Southern Illinois. Reprinted with permission. 

------------------ 

Sunday Gospel reflection with Father William Grimm  5.25 mins 

What would happen if we were to take seriously God's willingness to do the impossible through disciples? 
Am I willing to take the risk today to find out?  

https://www.ucanews.com/video/sunday-gospel-reflection-with-father-william-grimm/88934  

 

https://ch.sensorpro.net/run/Url.aspx?m=ZyFmzBpOGZInU5QOsZLg3hMGa4mSy0dyvYrlq5JUR9lQPQmYCpAi7cfXWVtG7sAK_d7_sseeaz-O0LbiTuVyWDhv4x8UCIsTzOzDSM0ev27KERp27%2FcvhcuZwdWNlFSOsj%2BSJZGCNEjxeEiUUZRkuc%3D_d7_etzde7
https://www.ucanews.com/video/sunday-gospel-reflection-with-father-william-grimm/88934


Thursday, August 6: The Transfiguration of the Lord Feast  
Why is the Transfiguration celebrated on August 6? 

In both the East and the West the Transfiguration has traditionally been celebrated in August, including on 
August 6th in many places. In 1456, when tensions were high between Christian Europe and the Ottoman 
Empire, a major battle was won by Hungary at Belgrade and the Turkish forces defeated, delaying the 
advance of the Ottomans for seventy years.  

Word of this victory arrived in Rome on August 6, 1456. As an act of thanksgiving, Pope Callixtus III, who 
had asked all Christians to pray for victory, named that day as the fixed date for the Church to celebrate the 
Feast of the Transfiguration.  

What are the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary? 

1. Baptism in the Jordan 

2. Jesus’ Self-manifestation at Cana 

3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom and the Call to Conversion 

4. The Transfiguration 

5. The Institution of the Eucharist 

Who started the Luminous Mysteries? 

St. John Paul II recommended these “Mysteries of Light” in his apostolic letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae in 
2002 

------------------ 

The Pope’s Prayer Intentions: for August 2020: The Maritime World 
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors, fishermen and their families. 

 ------------------ 

Your prayers are asked for: The health of Gerry Whitley, Anglican Archbishop Terry Buckle. 

The repose of the souls of all those departed and that their families may find peace. All who are ill; all those 
suffering from Covid – 19, especially the people of Brazil. The families of those suffering and those at risk of 
Covid – 19. Those who are suffering from severe environmental events. 

Local News 

Please note that Priests will continue to administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick for those 
who are gravely ill. You may contact Fr Marc or any member of the clergy. 

• Hospice Yukon staff are still available to help by e-mail and telephone. Please check hospiceyukon.net  
 

•  Fr. Marc can be reached by telephone at 633-2647 as it is automatically forwarded to his cell. 

Rachel’s Corner      
“Without that load on my back, without that great weight on me, I know that the love of God has touched 
my soul and my heart. I feel lighter and my thoughts don’t punish me and my hope is to one day meet my 
children and to know they will be there waiting beside Jesus.”       Testimonial 

Have you felt that heavy weight in your heart, yet you have told no one how much you regret your 
involvement in an abortion decision? Go on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat with others who know what that 
feels like. Let God remove that burden and free you from what is weighing you down. 

www.RachelsVineyardKelowna.com info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 250-762-2273  
For local information email: rvwhitehorse@gmail.com 

Many retreat candidates see the quotes and pick up the phone and call us or email. 
This often takes a few years of seeing the quotes before getting the courage to call. 

 

http://hospiceyukon.net/
http://www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com/
mailto:info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
mailto:rvwhitehorse@gmail.com


•  OLV Food Bank Outreach: Suspended until further notice but our program will resume later. Monetary 
donations may be made at: www.whithorsefoodbank.ca/donations 

• New: On this World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, July 30th, please unite in prayer with 
Catholics around the globe and reflect on our responsibilities to protect the vulnerable.  

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, "recognizes the fact that human trafficking is a deep-seated and                    
pervasive phenomenon", and in fact, it has gotten worse during this Coronavirus crisis. Therefore, let us 
pray earnestly for the victims, and also for those responders who minister to them and who are involved in 
prevention, rescue, rehabilitation, reintegration and raising awareness.  

You may refer to this article from the Vatican News for more insight into this issue: 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-07/michae-czerny-human-trafficking-first-
responders-interview.html 

------------------ 

A young Italian priest has become YouTube sensation in Italy where his videos 
attract hundreds of thousands of viewers. 

Following the closure of churches in Milan, Fr Alberto Ravagnani set up a YouTube account to keep in 
touch with young parishioners. Inspired by one of his heroes, St John Bosco, he records short videos on 
catechesis and spirituality.  

Speaking to the press, Fr Ravagnani said that his work was about responding to contemporary needs: 
“Holiness is not an abstract virtue: it is embodied in space and time and we are all called to it, in the here 
and now.” He stressed that priests and catholic educators need to reach people, and young people in 
particular, where they are. He added that the key to re-evangelising the youth of today, in his view, is clarity, 
approachability, and distinctiveness. “If we forget that, we risk that the kids won't listen to us: not because 
they don't want to, but because we're not talking to them or because we’re just telling them what everyone 
else does.” 

------------------ 
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