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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CONFERENCE SINCE THE LAST PLENARY ASSEMBLY 
 

  
Euthanasia, Physician-Assisted Suicide, and the Need for Palliative Care 
 
Euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, and the need for palliative care continued to be 
important challenges for the Conference during the past year. Many statements, articles and 
reports were added to the CCCB webpage dedicated to these issues. Some of the initiatives of 
the Conference on these matters included the following:  
 
1. A joint interfaith letter was sent to Ms. Marilyn Gladu, 
Conservative Member of Parliament for Sarnia - Lambton, Ontario, 
in support of her private member's Bill C-277 which called for a 
palliative care framework in Canada. It was signed by CCCB 
President Douglas Crosby, O.M.I., as well as by Mr. Shimon 
Koffler Fogel, CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
(CIJA); Imam Sikander Hashmi of the Canadian Council of Imams; 
Mr. Bruce Clemenger, President of The Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada (EFC); Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of the Lutheran 
Church-Canada; Ms. Sandra Pallin, National Director Canada 
Public Affairs Council of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints; Archbishop Papken Tcharian, Prelate of the Armenian Prelacy of Canada; and His 
Eminence Metropolitan Sotirios, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto & All 
Canada, and the President of the Canadian Conference of Orthodox Bishops. 
 
2. Signed by Bishop Crosby, Mr. Bruce Clemenger (EFC), Mr. Shimon Koffler Fogel (CIJA), and 
Imam Sikander Hashmi (Canadian Council of Imams), a joint interfaith letter was also published 
as an op-ed in The Hill Times. 
 

3. Cardinal Thomas Collins participated in an interfaith panel 
discussion on palliative care, which was aired by Salt + Light TV 
as part of its "Perspectives Weekly" program. The panellists, 
which also included Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl, Co-Chair of 
the Canadian Rabbinic Caucus, and Imam Dr. Abdul Hai Patel 
of The Canadian Council of Imams, explored how the sacred 
texts of their respective religious traditions guide their 
approaches to end of life issues, including suffering and 
palliative care.  

 
Indigenous Issues 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle  
 
With the purpose of strengthening and fostering relations 
between the Catholic Church and the Indigenous Peoples, the 
Conference formed Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle, a Catholic 
coalition involving Indigenous people, Bishops, clergy, lay 
movements and institutes of consecrated life. 
 

http://www.hilltimes.com/2017/04/19/interfaith-call-palliative-care-strategy-canada/103730
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXrSrg13Ivo
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Residential school burial sites and Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls  
 
The Conference, in consultation with the Canadian Catholic Aboriginal Council and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Circle, encouraged Catholic dioceses/eparchies, parishes, missions and 
organizations to offer assistance on two key issues which are of special importance to 
Indigenous People and of concern for all Canadians: 
1. Identifying, documenting, commemorating and protecting residential school cemeteries and 

related burial sites 
2. Assisting the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
 
 
2016 National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples 
 
Every year, on December 12, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
Church in Canada celebrates the National Day of Prayer in Solidarity 
with Indigenous Peoples. In 2016, the the Canadian Catholic 
Aboriginal Council chose to dedicate the prayer to the family. 
 
 

Canadian Canoe Pilgrimage: Journeying toward dialogue, 
reconciliation and friendship  
 
On 21 July 2017, Mr. Kyle Ferguson, CCCB Advisor for Ecclesial and 
Interfaith Relations, as well as Sister Eva Solomon from the Henvey 
Inlet Ojibwe First Nation and a member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Sault Ste. Marie, who is currently based in Winnipeg and is part of the 
Building Bridges program founded by the AWCB, joined a group of 
thirty men and women on a canoe pilgrimage of some 800 kilometers. 
They departed from the historic sites 
of Sainte-Marie among the Hurons 
and the Canadian Martyrs Shrine in 
Midland, Ontario, and arrived on 15 

August at the First Nations community of Kahnawake, near 
Montreal, which is also the home of the Shrine of Saint Kateri 
Tekakwitha and where she is buried. They followed the 
traditional trading route used by the First Nations, as well as by 
the 17th-century Jesuit missionaries and the early European 
explorers. 
 
Along their pilgrimage route, the canoeists were greeted by local parish and Aboriginal 
communities, as well as communities of religious life. On 9 August, upon their arrival in the 
capital region, they were welcomed by Archbishop Emeritus Roger Ébacher, and the next day, 
by Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/aboriginal-council/canadian-catholic-aboriginal-council
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On the national and international stages 
 
2017 Ad Limina visits  
 
In 2017, Catholic Bishops of the Latin Rite, as well as Eparchial Bishops and Apostolic Exarchs 
of the Eastern Catholic Churches whose Sees are based in Canada, traveled to Rome for their 
Ad Limina visits to the Holy See. From 13 March to 12 May, the Bishops attended in four 
different groups based on their Regional Episcopal Assemblies. Each group was received by 
Pope Francis in a private audience during which they had the opportunity to present an 
overview of the life of the Church in their respective pastoral region. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

International Conference on Human Trafficking  
 
On 26-27 October 2016, Bishop Raymond Poisson participated in the 
fourth international conference on human trafficking organized by the 
Santa Marta Group, an international effort led by the Holy See to 
combat the problem. The conference focused on closer cooperation in 
anti-trafficking initiatives by the Catholic Church and law enforcement 
agencies.  
 
20th anniversary of the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for America 
 

Bishop Daniel Jodoin represented the Conference at CELAM’s 34th General 
Assembly held in San Salvador, El Salvador, 9-12 May 2017. The event 
highlighted the 20th anniversary of the Special Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops for America and the 10th anniversary of CELAM's Aparecida 
meeting. Bishop Jodoin presented two topics: Aparecida's Concluding 
Document and its pertinence for Canada, and the Canadian reception of 
the Synod of America and its ensuing Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in 
America. 

Atlantic Bishops (13-18 March 2017) 
Western Bishops (27 March-2 April 2017)  

Ontario Bishops (24-29 April 2017)  

Quebec Bishops (2-12 May 2017)  

http://www.cccb.ca/site/members/regional-episcopal-assemblies#link1
http://www.aecrc.org/documents/Aparecida-Concluding%20Document.pdf
http://www.aecrc.org/documents/Aparecida-Concluding%20Document.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america.html
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First Apostolic Congress of Mercy (I ACCOM) 
 
On 22-25 June 2017, Bishop Héctor Felipe Vila attended the First Apostolic 
Congress of Mercy (I ACCOM) held  in Aparecida, Brazil. The event took place 
in the context of the 10th anniversary of the Fifth General Conference of the Latin 
American and Carribbean Bishops’ and the 300th anniversary of the image of 
Our Lady of Aparecida.  
 
2017 Annual Anglophone Safeguarding Conference 

 
Bishops Brian Joseph Dunn and Peter Hundt represented the 
Conference at the 2017 Annual Anglophone Safeguarding 
Conference which took place at the Gregorian University in 
Rome from 19-22 June 2017. On the theme Celebrating Hope, 
the participants explored the importance of Hope for the Church 
as it works in this very important and sensitive area. Hope was 
considered from the perspective of survivors, of offenders and 
of those working in safeguarding. 
 

 
150th anniversary of Confederation 
 
To mark the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation, on 17 April 2017, the President 
issued a message. On behalf of the Conference. he offered 
best wishes and prayers "that God will continue to keep our 
home and native land glorious and free, and that Canadians, 
including the Indigenous Peoples whose lands we share, will 
continue to work toward a better country and a better world." 
 
Bishops were also invited to consecrate their individual diocese 
or eparchy to the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
either on 1 July 2017 or at another date that better suited the 
local pastoral situation. During their 2017 Plenary Assembly, 
Bishops will also have the opportunity to participate jointly in 
the consecration of the country to the Blessed Mother in a 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. For the occasion, a prayer of 
consecration was prepared and a shorter version, designed 
especially for personal use, was printed as a prayer card and 
made available for purchase through CCCB Publications.   
 

 
Also to commemorate Canada's 150th anniversary, CCCB 
Publications offered 50% off the retail price on a certain number of 
titles published by the CCCB in English and French. This special sale 
price will remain in effect until 31 December 2017.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Message_-_Canadas_150th_-_EN.pdf
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Supreme Court hearing on Trinity Western University Law School 

 
In an order issued 31 July 2017, the CCCB was granted leave by the 
Supreme Court of Canada to intervene in the cases of Trinity Western 
University and Brayden Volkenant v. Law Society of Upper Canada, and Law 
Society of British Columbia v. Trinity Western University and Brayden 
Volkenant. The two-day hearing is tentatively scheduled for 30 November 
and 1 December 2017.  
 

 
National appeal Pray, Give, Speak out  
 
The President joined other Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, and 
Bahá'í faith leaders in Canada to launch a national appeal to help 
address the famines in South Sudan and the extreme food 
shortages in Yemen, northeast Nigeria and Somalia, "one of the 
world's largest humanitarian crises since the Second World War." 
The religious leaders' "unified cry from the heart" called for a 
threefold response from their faithful: Pray, Give, Speak out. 
 
Ecumenical and Interfaith dialogues 
 
Catholic Bishops meet with Imams 
 

On 14 February 2017, representatives from the Canadian Council 
of Imams met with members of the Episcopal Commission for 
Christian Unity, Religious Relations with the Jews, and Interfaith 
Dialogue. The Conference and the Council of Imams collaborate 
in advocating on important social issues, including opposing the 
implementation of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide and 
promoting good quality and accessible palliative and home care. 
 
 

500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 
 
The CCCB and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
(ELCIC) jointly released resources to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation in 2017 entitled 
Together in Christ -- Lutherans and Catholics Commemorating 
the Reformation. The process of developing these resources 
required an ecumenical dialogue and a deepening of relations 
between the two Churches in Canada. Over the course of two 
years, a joint CCCB-ELCIC working group developed the 
resources to be used by parishes and study groups, as well as 
ecumenical officers of both Catholic and Lutheran traditions.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/1_-_An_Interfaith_Appeal_from_Canadas_Faith_Communities.pdf
http://www.canadiancouncilofimams.com/
http://www.canadiancouncilofimams.com/
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/media-room/euthanasia-and-assisted-suicide/4464-cccb-statements
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Photo Essay by Catholic – Hindu Dialogue of Canada 
 
The Catholic-Hindu Dialogue of Canada published a 
photo essay which provided an overview of the 
dialogue meetings, its members, as well as its goals 
and aims. Co-sponsored by the Conference, the 
dialogue involves Hindu delegates from the Hindu 
Federation of Canada, the International Society of 
Krishna Consciousness and other members of the 
Hindu community. Bishop Daniel Miehm is the Catholic 
Co-Chair. 

 
CCODP – Caritas Canada  
 
50th anniversary of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada 
 
To mark the 50th anniversary of CCODP, the 
President issued a pastoral letter entitled Toward 
the Future, United in Faith and Trust. In the 
introduction, Bishop Crosby extended "deepest 
gratitude, congratulations and encouragement." 
He added that Bishops "today continue to support 
the vision, mission and mandate given by our 
predecessors in 1967: '... to assist the poor and the oppressed people of the world in their 
struggle for justice and to educate us in Canada about the problems of underdevelopment'." He 
also appealed "to clergy, consecrated persons and laity to work closely with and support 
Development and Peace / Caritas Canada." 
 
Share Lent Campaign 
 
On 28 February 2017, D&P launched its annual Share Lent campaign on the theme Women at 
the Heart of Change. The goal was to collect $8 million "to support Development and Peace's 
social justice work in solidarity with approximately a hundred local partners in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East."  
 
Visit in Lebanon 
 
A delegation led by Bishop Raymond Poisson and Bishop Ken 
Nowakowski, accompanied by Dr. Gilio Brunelli and Mrs. 
Hélène Tremblay-Boyko from D&P, and by CCCB Advisor Mr. 
Kyle Ferguson, visited the Middle East (29 January-9 February 
2017). Intended as a tangible sign of the charity and solidarity of 
the universal Church for the Catholic faithful in the region, the 
delegation focused on Catholic communities in Lebanon and 
Syria. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Pastoral_letter_re_DP_50th_anniversary_-_Nov_2016_-_EN.pdf
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Emergency aid for Haiti 
 
D&P launched an emergency fundraising campaign for Haiti following hurricane Matthew that hit 
the country in October 2016. Bishops across the country encouraged their parishes to organize 
a special collection to assist the people of Haiti who were again impacted by a major natural 
disaster. Funds raised were used to meet the need for sanitation, water, shelter and food, as 
well as basic non-food items in the most affected regions of the country.  
 
Various appointments 
 
Cardinal Lacroix appointed to Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments 
 

On 28 October 2016, Pope Francis appointed Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lacroix 
as a member of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments. Cardinal Lacroix is also a member of the Congregation for the 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue and the Pontifical Council for Culture. 
 

 
Bishop Noël Simard appointed to the Pontifical Academy for Life 
 
On 13 June 2017, the Holy Father appointed 50 members to the Pontifical 
Academy for Life, including Bishop Noël Simard. Those appointed to the 
Academy are experts in different fields of biomedical sciences and related 
disciplines.  
 
Archbishop Richard Gagnon appointed to COLF Board 

 
At its June 2017 meeting, the Permanent Council appointed Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon as the CCCB English Sector episcopal representative on the Board of 
the Catholic Organization for Life and Family. He succeeded Archbishop Richard 
Smith and joined Bishop Paul Lortie who is the current French Sector episcopal 
representative and Chair of the COLF Board.  
 

 
National Coordinator for World Youth Day 2019 
 
The CCCB appointed Ms. Isabel Correa of the Archdiocese of Montreal as 
National Coordinator of the Canadian delegation for WYD 2019. She 
succeeded Father Thomas Rosica, C.S.B., who has served in this capacity 
over the past years. The 2019 WYD will be celebrated in Panama, 22 to 27 
January 2019. 
 
Executive Director for the Catholic Organization for Life and Family 

 
COLF appointed Dr. Michel MacDonald, Ph.D., as its new Executive Director, 
succeeding to Ms. Michèle Boulva who retired after serving in this position for 12 

http://www.colf.ca/en/
http://diocesemontreal.org/en/services-resources/youth-ministry.html
http://www.jmjpanama.org/
http://www.colf.ca/index.php/en/itemlist/
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years. The appointment was made in consultation with the two principal sponsors of COLF: the 
CCCB and the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Awards and honours 
 
Honorary Doctorate from Saint Paul University, Ottawa 
 
On 4 November 2016, Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lacroix received an 
honorary doctorate, honoris causa, from Saint Paul University in 
Ottawa. The degree was conferred by Archbishop Terrence 
Prendergast, S.J., and Dr. Chantal Beauvais, Rector of the 
University.  
 
CCSTA 2017 Higgins Award  

 
The Canadian Catholic School Trustees' Association (CCSTA) named Bishop 
Frederick B. Henry as recipient of its 2017 Justice James Higgins Award. The 
award is the highest honour given by the CCSTA and is presented to a person or 
group that has made an outstanding contribution to Catholic education in 
Canada.  
 
 

 
Inaugural Dr. Victor Goldbloom Award  
 
On 6 June 2017, the CIJA presented its inaugural Dr. Victor 
Goldbloom Award for Outstanding Interfaith Leadership to 
Bishop John A. Boissonneau for his work to advance interfaith 
dialogue and cooperation. Bishop Boissonneau is Co-Chair of 
the national dialogue between the CCCB and CIJA's Canadian 
Rabbinic Caucus. 
 
Resources and publications 
 

The Co-responsibility of the Lay Faithful in the Church and the World  
 
On 23 September 2016, the Commission for Doctrine released a pastoral letter 
entitled The Co-responsibility of the lay Faithful in the Church and the World. It 
explores the great responsibility of the laity in God's plan for the world, in which 
they are not simply collaborators of the clergy but are truly “co-responsible” for 
the Church's being and acting.  

 
 
Our Evangelical Neighbours – A Catholic Reflection on Evangelical 
Christianity  
 
On 18 October 2016, a resource entitled Our Evangelical Neighbours – A 
Catholic Reflection on Evangelical Christianity was published. It provides 
Catholics in Canada an introduction to Evangelical Christianity by exploring its 
origins, similarities and differences to Catholicism.  

http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/media-room/archives/media-releases/2015/4345-first-national-bilateral-catholic-jewish-dialogue-launched
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/media-room/archives/media-releases/2015/4345-first-national-bilateral-catholic-jewish-dialogue-launched


 

9 

 

 
Prayer cards for three Canadian patron saints  

 
Following the unanimous decision by the Bishops at their 2016 Plenary 
Assembly to declare three Canadian patron Saints, on 24 April 2017, the CCCB 
published prayer cards in honour of Saint André Bessette, Saint François de 
Laval, and Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.  
 
 
 

 
ORDO – Liturgical Calendar 2017-2018 
The ORDO – Liturgical Calendar 2017-2018 is an annual resource which provides complete 
liturgical information and explanatory notes for each day. In addition to Pastoral Notes to assist 
and give direction for planning a variety of liturgical celebrations and occasions, it includes the 
references to the Roman Missal; the Lectionary (for Sundays and Solemnities; Weekdays; 
Ritual Masses, Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, Votive Masses, Masses for the 
Dead); the Liturgy of the Hours; and the Book of Gospels. Information is also provided about the 
National Collections, the Proper Calendar for the Dioceses of Canada, and special dates for 
pastoral planning in 2018. 
 
The Order of Christian Funerals 
 
The new Canadian edition of the Order of Christian Funerals includes the revised texts from the 
Roman Missal, the NRSV texts of the Scripture readings, and new musical Psalm settings set to 
the NRSV translation of the Psalms. The musical settings are from the CCCB series entitled 
Psalms: Sundays and Solemnities. It provides the complete Funeral Rites for Adults and for 
Children including Vigils and Related Rites and Prayers; the Funeral Mass; the Funeral Liturgy 
outside of Mass; and the Committal.  
 
 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony and The Order of Celebrating 
Matrimony: Pastoral Notes 
 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony is a translation of the Second Edition of the 
Latin Ordo celebrandi Matrimonium of 1991, and contains a number of 
substantial changes from the original 1969 edition. It is the sole English-
language translation and version permitted for use in Canada. Its use is 
mandatory since 8 September 2017.  
 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony: Pastoral Notes, included with every ritual book, has been 
prepared by the Episcopal Commission for Liturgy and the Sacraments to assist priests, 
deacons, laypersons, other liturgical ministers (such as musicians and cantors), and all others 
charged with helping prepare couples for marriage. 
 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony: Liturgy Planning Guide 
 
Produced by the Commission for Liturgy and the Sacraments, this tool is an aid to all those 
entrusted with preparing wedding liturgies (the clergy, the couple and others involved with the 
liturgy). 
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Other CCCB statements and correspondence by President Bishop 
Douglas Crosby, O.M.I. 
 
Joint ecumenical letter concerning UNRWA 
 
On 4 October 2016, a joint ecumenical letter was sent to the Minister for 
International Development and La Francophonie requesting the reestablishment 
of Canada's financial contributions to UNRWA. In their letter, the signatories 

"urge Canada to restore its annual contribution in support of UNRWA's work, and to increase its 
contribution significantly." 
 
Letter to the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
 
On 6 October 2016, a letter was addressed to the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada concerning Canada's Private Sponsorship of Refugees Program (PSRP). In 
his letter, Bishop Crosby thanked the Government of Canada for its efforts in assisting the 
resettlement of Syrian refugees and drew the Minister's attention to the many ongoing 
difficulties encountered by the individuals, groups and organizations who have taken up the 
challenge and have invested many resources to sponsor these refugees. 
 
Joint statement on the Restoration of the Holy Sepulchre 
 
On 24 October 2016, the CCCB President, along with the Metropolitan of the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of Toronto (Canada) and the Primate of the Armenian Holy Apostolic Church 
Diocese of Canada, announced that the Holy Sepulchre of Our Lord Jesus Christ will be 
restored for the first time in over 200 years.The Roman Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox 
Church and the Armenian Holy Apostolic Church will co-finance the restoration work. 
 
Letter to Scarboro Missions 
 
On 8 November 2016, a letter of appreciation was sent to the Scarboro Missions following the 
announcement of the closing in 2017 of their interfaith department. In his letter, Bishop Crosby 
expressed "gratitude and appreciation for the work of the Scarboro Missions Society and the 
many contributions made by your priests and lay collaborators in serving the ministry of 
interfaith dialogue since your founding in 1918. The Church is, and always will be, called to be a 
Church in dialogue." 
 
Joint ecumenical and interfaith letter to Canadian delegates at COP22 climate change 
meeting 
 
A joint ecumenical and interfaith letter signed by the President and a number of other religious 
leaders in Canada, as well as representatives from various religious agencies working in the 
areas of ecumenism or social justice, was released on 16 November 2016. The joint letter 
conveyed prayers and support for the Canadian participants at the 22nd session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(COP22) that took place in Marrakech, Morocco, 7-18 November 2016. In their letter, the 
religious leaders stated that "religions can truly contribute to building up a safer, healthier and 
more just society. We thus take to heart this Conference's deliberations and wish to applaud all 
the conscientious and selfless efforts that are being made on behalf of the world community, the 
good of every human person, and the gift of creation itself. " 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Letter_to_Minister_Bibeau_on_UNRWA_20160410.pdf
https://www.scarboromissions.ca/
http://www.cop22-morocco.com/index.php
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Letter following the bombing in Cairo 
 
A letter conveying condolences and prayers was sent 13 December 2016 to His Grace Anba 
Mina, Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Mississauga, Vancouver and Western Canada, 
following the bombing that occurred on Sunday, 11 December 2016, at the church of St. Peter 
on the grounds of St. Mark's Coptic Orthodox Cathedral in Cairo, Egypt. 
 
Letter to the Minister of National Revenue 
 
On 22 December 2016, a letter was addressed to the Minister of National Revenue concerning 
the consultation led by Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) on political activities involving charities. 
In his letter, the President "welcomes the decision by the Government of Canada to engage with 
charities in order to clarify the rules governing political activities." He also expressed regret that 
the consultation period ended on 14 December 2016, noting that the amount of time provided 
was insufficient for a number of religious charities. 
 
Liturgical memorial of Saint Teresa of Calcutta  
 
In a letter of 20 January 2017 to the Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, the President petitioned the Congregation for the liturgical 
memorial of Saint Teresa of Calcutta to be inserted into the General Roman Calendar, in view of 
its being observed annually on 5 September, the anniversary of her death. In his letter, Bishop 
Crosby noted how "our country was deeply touched by the life, the faith and the example of 
Mother Teresa" as well as highlighting various events and references which show how she has 
made a worldwide impact. 
 
Statement following the attack at the Centre culturel islamique de Québec 
 
Following the violent and senseless attack that occurred on 29 January 2017 at the Centre 
culturel islamique de Québec, the President issued a statement in which he extended 
condolences and prayers on behalf of the Bishops and the Catholics across Canada to the 
victims, their families and friends. He also conveyed gratitude to the national and community 
leaders, together with the law enforcement and medical professionals, who responded to the 
tragedy. 
 
Letter on "sexual and reproductive health and rights" 
 
On 10 March 2017, a letter was sent to the Prime Minister concerning the decision by the 
Government to provide $650 million over three years for "sexual and reproductive health and 
rights", with a major part of the funding to go toward removing judicial and legal barriers to the 
fulfilment of sexual and reproductive health and rights, including the anti-abortion laws in many 
countries. 
 
Statement on Canada’s Opioid Crisis and Drug Addiction 
 
In response to the deaths of so many Canadians due to overdoses, particularly through the use 
of new potent opioids like fentanyl and carfentanyl, on 12 April 2017, the President issued a 
statement on behalf of the Conference on Canada’s opioid crisis and drug addiction. The timing 
coincided with the federal government’s introduction of legislation to legalize marijuana.  
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Ecumenical letter concerning South Sudan, Yemen, Somalia and Nigeria 
 
On 27 April 2017, the President, along with the Primate of The Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Moderator of the 2016 General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, addressed 
a joint ecumenical letter to the Prime Minister of Canada concerning the deteriorating situation 
in South Sudan, Yemen, Somalia and Nigeria. In their letter, they commend the Government of 
Canada for the aid and attention it has provided to these four countries facing a desperate food 
scarcity crisis, but also noted that they "are continuing to hear disturbing reports of gross 
violations of fundamental human rights being carried out with total impunity" in South Sudan.  
 
Letter on Canadian Foreign Policy 
 
Following the speech on Canadian Foreign Policy given to the House of Commons on 6 June 
2017, the President sent a letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs in which he expressed his 
profound concern and disagreement, calling the statement "erroneous, confusing, and 
misguided." He added that "many women's issues that actually ought to have been raised as 
legitimate points of international engagement ... were passed over in silence." 
 
Statement on the Passage of Bill C-16 Regarding Gender Identity and Gender Expression 
 
On 7 July 2017, the Conference issued a statement in response to the enactment of Bill C-16, 
An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code. This Act adds gender 
identity and gender expression to the list of prohibited grounds of discrimination under the 
Canadian Human Rights Act, and also modifies the Criminal Code to extend the protection 
against hate crimes to members of groups distinguished by gender identity or expression. 
 
Letter concerning Canadian mining industry 
 
On 9 August 2017, a letter was sent to the Prime Minister concerning Canadian mining 
operations in Latin America and their detrimental effects on the natural environment and local 
populations, including Indigenous peoples. In it, the President echoed the concerns expressed 
by CELAM and by more than 200 Latin American and international organizations and stated that 
Canadians "cannot remain indifferent to the cry of the poor or to the repercussions of 
environmental degradation on our common home. We cannot accept the unethical way 
Canadian mining companies have been operating in Latin America or other regions of the world, 
taking the absence of effective regulatory schemes as a reason to shirk their ethical 
responsibilities."  
 
Letter following clashes in Charlottesville  
 
On 22 August 2017 a letter was sent to the President of the USSCB conveying prayers and 
sincere condolences from the Bishops of Canada following the violent protests and tragic attack 
that occurred earlier in August in Charlottesville, Virginia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Ecumenical_letter_to_PM_of_Canada_-_South_Sudan_-_EN.pdf
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Varia 
 
Coordination of Episcopal Conferences in Support of the Church in the Holy Land 

 
 
Bishop Lionel Gendron, P.S.S., accompanied by CNEWA-
Canada National Director Mr. Carl Hétu, participated in the 
annual meeting of the Coordination of Episcopal Conferences in 
Support of the Church in the Holy Land (14-19 January 2017). 
The themes this year included migrants, dialogue and peace 
process.  
 

 
2016 Presidency visit to the Holy See  
 
The 2016 visit of the Presidency to the Holy See took place 9-16 
November. On 10 November, Pope Francis received in a private 
audience the CCCB delegation: President Bishop Douglas 
Crosby, O.M.I., Vice President Bishop Lionel Gendron, P.S.S., 
and General Secretary Msgr. Frank Leo, Jr. 
 
2017 National Week for Life and the Family  

 
The fifth National Week for Life and the Family took place 14-21 
May 2017, on the theme "Love Grows by Giving". The CCCB 
again offered dioceses/eparchies, parishes and other non-profit 
groups possible resources and options for planning and 
organizing local activities. The resources were prepared by 
COLF, in collaboration and consultation with the CCCB and in 
cooperation with diocesan organizers for Quebec Family Week / 
Semaine québécoise des familles. 

 
 
 
Mother Catherine-Aurelia recognized for her heroic virtues 
 
Mother Catherine-Aurelia of the Precious Blood (born Aurélia Caouette, 
1833-1905), founder of the Congregation of Sisters Adorers of the Precious 
Blood of the Union of Saint-Hyacinthe, was recognized by the Church for 
her heroic virtues. The decree was authorized by the Holy Father during a 
private audience with the Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.adoratricesps.net/
http://www.adoratricesps.net/

